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Spectators embrace each other as they stand on the playing field of the Stade de France stadium at the end of a friendly soccer match between France and Ger¬ 
many in Saint Denis, outside Paris, Friday, Nov. 13, 2015. Multiple fatal attacks throughout the city have prompted President Francois Hollande to announce he was 
closing the country’s borders and declaring a state of emergency. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena) 
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At Press Time: 

As Many as 120 Dead in String of Paris Attacks 



A woman is being evacuated from the Bataclan Theater after a shooting in Paris, Friday Nov. 13, 
2015. Paris Prosecutor Francois AAolins says the death toii in attacks at six sites around the French 
capital could exceed 120. 


LORI HINNANT 
GREG KELLER 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — A series of at¬ 
tacks targeting yaung con- 
cert-goers and Parisians 
enjoying a Friday night out 
at popular nightspots killed 
os many as 120 people in 
the deadliest violence to 
strike France since World 
War II. President Francois 
Hollande pledged that 
France would stand firm 
against what he called ter¬ 
rorism. 

The worst carnage was 
at a concert hall hosting 
an American rock band, 
where scores of people 
were held hostage and at¬ 
tackers hurled explosives 
at their captives. Police 
who stormed the building, 
killing three attackers, en¬ 
countered a bloody scene 
of horror inside. 

Paris Prosecutor Francois 
Molins said as many as 
five attackers may have 
been killed, though it was 
not clear how many there 
were altogether and how 
many were still at large. 
Authorities said the death 
toll at the six sites could ex¬ 
ceed 120. 

Hollande declared a state 
of emergency and an¬ 
nounced that he was clos¬ 
ing the country’s borders. 
The violence spread fear 
through the city and ex¬ 


ceeded the horrors of the 
Charlie Hebdo attack just 
10 months ago. 

In addition to the deaths 
at the concert hall, a po¬ 
lice official said 11 people 
were killed in a Paris restau¬ 
rant in the 10th arrondisse- 
ment and other officials 
said at least three people 
died when bombs went off 
outside a stadium. 

All of the officials spoke 
on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because they were not 


(AP Photo/Thibault Camus) 

authorized to be publicly 
named in the quickly mov¬ 
ing investigation. 

There was na immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
the attacks, and no clear 
picture at hew many at¬ 
tackers were invcived and 
if any were an the run. Ji- 
hadists on Twitter immedi¬ 
ately praised the attack 
and criticized France’s 
military operations against 
Islamic State extremists. 
Hollande, who had to be 


evacuated fram the stadi¬ 
um when the bombs went 
off outside, said in a tele¬ 
vised address that the na¬ 
tion would stand firm and 
united. 

“This is a terrible ordeal that 
again assails us,” he said. 
“We know where it comes 
from, who these criminals 
are, wha these terrarists 
are.” 

U.S. President Barack 
Obama, speaking to re¬ 
porters in Washington, 
called the attacks on Paris 
“outrageous attempt to 
terrorize innocent civilians” 
and vowed to do what¬ 
ever it takes to help bring 
the perpetrators to justice. 
He called the attacks a 
“heartbreaking situation” 
and an “attack an all af 
humanity.” 

Earlier Friday, twa expla- 
sions were heard outside 
the Stade de France sta¬ 
dium north of Paris during 
a France-Germany exhibi¬ 
tion soccer game. A po¬ 
lice union official said there 
were two suicide attacks 
and a bombing that killed 
at least three peaple. 

The afficial, Gregory Goupil 
of the Alliance Pciice Na- 
tionale, whose region in¬ 
cludes the area of the sta¬ 
dium, said explosions went 
off simultaneously near two 
entrances and a McDon¬ 


alds. 

An Associated Press re- 
parter in the stadium Friday 
night heard two explosions 
loud enough to penetrate 
the sounds of cheering 
fans. Sirens were immedi¬ 
ately heard, and a heli¬ 
copter was circling over¬ 
head. 

The attack comes as 
France has heightened 
security measures ahead 
of a major global climate 
conference that starts in 
two weeks, out of fear of 
violent protests and po¬ 
tential terrorist attacks. Hol¬ 
lande canceled a planned 
trip to this weekend’s G-20 
summit in Turkey, which 
was ta facus in large part 
on growing fears af terrar- 
ism carried aut by Islamic 
extremists. 

Emilia Macchia, from 
Ravenna, Italy, was at the 
Carillon restaurant that was 
targeted, having a beer 
on the sidewalk, when the 
shooting started. He said 
he didn’t see any gunmen 
or victims, but hid behind a 
corner, then ran away. 

“It sounded like fireworks,” 
he said. 

France has been an edge 
since January, when Islam¬ 
ic extremists attacked the 
satirical newspaper Char¬ 
lie Hebdo, which had run 
cartoons of the Prophet 
Muhammad, and a kosher 
grocery. Twenty people 
died, including the three 
attackers. The Charlie 
Hebda attackers claimed 
links to extremists in Yemen, 
while the kosher market at¬ 
tacker claimed ties to the 
Islamic State group. 

This time, they targeted 
young people enjoying a 
rock concert and ordinary 
city residents enjoying a Fri¬ 
day night out. 

One of at least two restau¬ 
rants targeted Friday, Le 
Carillon, is in the same gen¬ 
eral neighbarhood as the 
Charlie Hebda offices, as 
is the Bataclan, amang the 
best-known venues in east¬ 
ern Paris, near the trendy 
Oberkampf area known 
for a vibrant nightlife. The 
California-based band 
Eagles of Death Metal was 
scheduled to play there Fri¬ 
day night.Q 



French President Francois Hollande arrives to visit the site of the the Bataclan Theater after a 
shooting in Paris, Friday Nov. 13, 2015. French President Francois Hollande declared a state of 
emergency and announced that he was closing the country’s borders. 

(AP Photo/Thibault Camus) 
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Military: US ‘reasonably certain’ Jihadi John is dead 


Sexting bust new 
embarrassment 
for Secret Service 

RANDALL CHASE 
Associated Press 
DOVER, Delaware (AP) 

— The arrest of a uni¬ 
formed U.S. Secret Service 
officer on charges of frying 
to solicit o teenage girl for 
sex and sending obscene 
images and texts online is 
the latest embarrassment 
for the agency charged 
w'ith protecting the presi¬ 
dent and his family. 

Lee Robert Moore, 37, 
waived his right to a prelimi¬ 
nary hearing Friday without 
appearing in court in Dela¬ 
ware on state charges of 
sexual solicitation of a child 
under 18 and providing ob¬ 
scene material to a person 
under 18. He is charged 
separately in federal court 
with attempted transfer of 
obscene material to a mi¬ 
nor. 

Defense attorney John Bar¬ 
ber declined to comment. 
Moore was released from 
state custody Tuesday af¬ 
ter posting $105,000 se¬ 
cured bail, but he remains 
in custody on the federal 
charge. 

Moore surrendered to au¬ 
thorities on Monday after 
being caught in an under¬ 
cover online sex sting by 
Delaware State Police. 

The federal agency has 
had a series of scandals 
stretching back to 2012, 
when more than a dozen 
agents and officers were 
implicated in a South Amer¬ 
ican prostitution scandal. 
Since then, multiple agents 
and officers have been ac¬ 
cused of wrongdoing. For¬ 
mer agency director Julia 
Pierson was ousted last year 
after the disclosure of two 
security breaches, includ¬ 
ing an incident in which a 
man with a knife climbed a 
White House fence and ran 
into the executive mansion. 
According to a complaint 
unsealed in federal court 
Thursday, Moore often en¬ 
gaged in online chats while 
on duty at the White House, 
once asking an undercov¬ 
er officer who he thought 
was a 14-year-old girl to 
send him something “excit¬ 
ing” on a day when he was 
checking IDs for a building 
entrance and complained 
that "work sucks today.”Q 


LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

The U.S. military is “reason¬ 
ably certain” its drone strike 
in Syria killed the masked Is¬ 
lamic State militant known 
as “Jihadi John,” who ap¬ 
peared in several videos 
depicting the beheadings 
of Western hostages. 

But families of the hostages 
brutally killed last year said 
his presumed death is little 
solace. 

Army Col. Steve War¬ 
ren, U.S. military spokes¬ 
man in Baghdad, told re¬ 
porters Friday that officials 
had been following Mo¬ 
hammed Emwazi, a Ku¬ 
waiti-born British citizen, for 
some time. 

“The intelligence indicators 
that we had gave us great 
confidence that this in¬ 
dividual was Jihadi John 
and when the opportunity 
presented itself — with the 
opportunity for minimal ci¬ 
vilian casualties — we took 
the shot,” Warren said. “This 
guy was a human animal, 
and killing him is probably 
making the world a little bit 
better place.” 

Another U.S. official told The 
Associated Press that three 
drones — two U.S. and one 
British — targeted the ve¬ 
hicle in which Emwazi was 
believed to be traveling in 
Raqqa, the Islamic State’s 
self-proclaimed capital in 
northern Syria. The official, 
who was not authorized 
to speak publicly and re¬ 
quested anonymity, said 
the U.S. drone, armed with 


LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — De¬ 
fense Secretary Ash Carter 
suddenly fired his top mili¬ 
tary aide this week citing 
allegations of misconduct, 
and referred the matter to 
the department’s inspec¬ 
tor general. 

Defense officials would 
not provide any details 
about why Army Lt. Gen. 
Ron Lewis was removed 
from his job. A senior de¬ 
fense official said Carter 
learned of the allegations 
Tuesday night and later in¬ 
formed the inspector gen- 


a Hellfire missile, struck the 
vehicle. 

Warren said that Emwazi 
and one of his friends were 
apparently killed, and 
there were no civilian ca¬ 


sualties. Officials are using 
a variety of human and 
signals intelligence, social 
media reports and other 
methods to confirm Em- 
wazi’s death. A Turkish of¬ 
ficial says authorities there 
have detained a man they 
suspect is linked to Emwazi. 
The man, who they strongly 
believe to be Aine Lesley 
Davis, was detained in Is¬ 
tanbul. 

Warren said the operation 
was one in a string of tar¬ 
geted attacks on Islamic 


eral. Carter was surprised 
by the allegations and met 
with Lewis Thursday morn¬ 
ing, said the official, who 
was not authorized to dis¬ 
cuss the matter publicly so 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity. 

“”l expect the highest pos¬ 
sible standards of conduct 
from the men and women 
in this department particu¬ 
larly from those serving in 
the most senior positions,” 
said Carter in a statement 
released Thursday. “There 
is no exception.” 

The firing severs a long, 
close professional relation- 


state leaders, adding that 
the U.S. has killed one mid- 
to upper-level Islamic State 
leader every two days 
since May. 

Among those beheaded 


by Islamic State militants in 
videos posted online since 
August 2014 were U.S. jour¬ 
nalists Steven Sotloff and 
James Foley, U.S. aid work¬ 
er Abdul-Rahman Kassig, 
British aid workers David 
Haines and Alan Henning, 
and Japanese journalist 
Kenji Goto. 

Foley’s parents, John 
and Diane Foley, of New 
Hampshire, issued a state¬ 
ment calling the purported 
death “a very small sol¬ 
ace.” 


ship between Lewis and 
Carter, and sent shock 
waves across the Penta¬ 
gon. Lewis served as Cart¬ 
er’s military aide earlier in 
his career, including when 
Carter was the deputy 
secretary of defense. And 
when Carter was tapped 
to become defense sec¬ 
retary earlier this year, he 
chose Lewis, then an Army 
one-star brigadier general, 
to move into the three-star 
aide job. 

Lewis had been slated for 
promotion to major gen¬ 
eral — with two-stars — but 
was quickly confirmed by 


“His death does not bring 
Jim back. If only so much 
effort had been given to 
finding and rescuing Jim 
and the other hostages 
who were subsequently 


murdered by ISIS, they 
might be alive today,” 
they said. 

Likewise, Art and Shirley 
Sotloff said the develop¬ 
ment “doesn’t change 
anything for us; it’s too little 
too late. Our son is never 
coming back.” 

British Prime Minister David 
Cameron said the strike 
had been a joint effort to 
hit the British-accented 
militant, whom Cameron 
called the group’s “lead 
executioner. ”□ 


the Senate for another pro¬ 
motion on June 23, after 
he started in the new job. 

In his statement Thursday, 
Carter said that the Army 
may take any appropriate 
action against Lewis once 
the investigation by the in¬ 
spector general is finished. 
Defense officials said they 
could not even broadly 
characterize the allega¬ 
tions or say whether they 
involve any criminal ac¬ 
tivities, because of privacy 
law. The defense official 
said Lewis was not arrested 
and no other investigating 
authorities are involved. a 


Top military aide under investigation of misconduct 



Britain's Prime Minister David Cameron makes a statement about the possibie death of isiamic 
State miiitant Mohammed Emwazi known as 'Uihadi John", at Downing Street in London, 

Friday, Nov, 13, 2015, A U,S, drone strike targeted a vehicie in Syria beiieved to be transporting 
the masked isiamic State miiitant "Jihadi John” on Thursday, Nov, 12, according to American 
officiais, but his death is not yet confirmed, (AP Photo/Kirsty Wiggiesworth) 
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Trump asks how ‘stupid’ voters are for supporting Carson 



Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks during a rally at Iowa Central 
Community College in Fort Dodge, Iowa. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall) 


JILL COLVIN 

Associated Press 

FORT DODGE, Iowa (AP) 

— Republican presidential 
candidate Danald Trump 
is equating Ben Carson’s 
childhood “pathological 
temper" to the illness of a 
child molester and asking 
how “stupid" voters are for 
supporting his closest com¬ 
petitor. 

Trump, once the undisput¬ 
ed poll leader, is now run¬ 
ning neck-and-neck with 
Carson in many opinion 
surveys. 

Carson’s ability to over¬ 
come his anger and on 
impoverished childhood 
to become o world-re¬ 
nowned neurosurgeon 
has been o central port of 
his personal story. He has 
written that on one occa¬ 
sion he nearly punched his 
mother and on another he 


BILL BARROW 
Associated Press 
GREENVILLE, South Caro¬ 
lina (AP) — Republican 
presidential contender 
Ben Carson acknowl¬ 
edged Friday that there 
ore no Chinese troops 
in the Syrian conflict, just 
days otter asserting that 
Chino is involved in the 
fight in Syria and offering 
to prove it with his own in¬ 
telligence. 

His campaign issued o 
statement addressing Chi¬ 
na’s “longstanding and 
well-documented secu- 


ottempted to stab o friend 
with o knife. 

“I hod what I only can label 


rity ties to Syria” while say¬ 
ing “Dr. Carson does not 
believe Chino is currently 
fighting in or deploying 
troops to Syria.” 

The statement followed 
Carson’s comments at o 
South Carolina campaign 
stop that he hod informa¬ 
tion, better than that avail¬ 
able to the White House, 
showing China’s involve¬ 
ment in Syria. “I’m surprised 
my sources ore better than 
theirs,” he said. 

But o clarification of sorts 
soon followed. 

The campaign statement 


o pathological temper — o 
disease — and this sickness 
controlled me, making me 


said Carson was talking 
about “various military 
weapons and equipment 
that Syria is using in the 
current conflict,” and said 
he’d never claimed Chi¬ 
nese troops hod been de¬ 
ployed to Syria. 

China’s history of selling 
arms to Syria and other 
countries is well known, 
however, and not some¬ 
thing that requires proof. 
Carson suggested o much 
more direct role in the Re¬ 
publican presidential de¬ 
bate Tuesday, when he 
declared in o discussion 


totally irrational,” Carson 
has said. 

Trump attacked Carson 


about Russian and U.S. mil¬ 
itary activities in Syria that 
“the Chinese ore there” os 
well. 

Notional security adviser 
Susan Rice said in response 
that “I have not seen any 
evidence of Chinese mili¬ 
tary involvement in Syria” 
and said she did not know 
what Carson was talking 
about, unless he meant 
just a diplomatic pres¬ 
ence. 

White House spokesman 
Josh Earnest also was 
confounded when asked 
about Carson on Friday.Q 


overthose comments Thurs¬ 
day. “That’s o big problem 
because you don’t cure 
that,” the billionaire real es¬ 
tate mogul told CNN in an 
interview. “That’s like, you 
know, I could say, they say 
you don’t cure — as an ex¬ 
ample, child molester. You 
don’t cure these people. 
You don’t cure the child 
molester.” 

And during a roily Thursday 
night. Trump questioned 
Carson’s description of 
racing to the bathroom in 
his house otter one incident 
and beginning to pray for 
God’s help in dealing with 
his temper. 

“God heard my deep cries 
of anguish. A feeling of 
lightness flowed over me, 
and I knew o change of 
heart hod taken place,” 
Carson wrote in his mem¬ 
oir. 

“Give me a break. Give 
me o break. It doesn’t hap¬ 
pen that way,” Trump told 
the roily. “Don’t be fools.” 
He added, “How stupid ore 
the people of the country 
to believe this crop?” 
Carson said Trump’s broad¬ 
side was “expected” in 
politics, but he decried 
“the politics of personal 
destruction.” 

“I’m hopeful at some point 
that we reach o level of 
maturity that we con ac¬ 
tually deal with the issues 
that ore facing us right 
now and stop getting into 
the mud and doing things 
that really don’t matter,” 
Carson told reporters in 
South Carolina. □ 


Carson acknowledges no Chinese troops in Syria 
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Hawaii, Guam, American Samoa superdelegates support Clinton 


Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton acknowledges supporters after filing 
papers to be on the Nation's earliest presidential primary ballot at The Secretary of State’s office 
in Concord, N.H. Clinton has locked up public support from half of the Democratic insiders who 
cast ballots at the party's national convention, giving her a commanding advantage over her 
rivals for the party’s presidential nomination. (AP Photo/Jim Cole) 


AUDREY McAVOY 
Associated Press 
HONOLULU (AP) — Hillary 
Rodham Clinton has se¬ 
cured the support ot many 
Democratic Party leaders 
in Hawaii and U.S. Pacific 
island territories as she pur¬ 
sues her party's nomination 
for president. 

An Associated Press survey 
shows Clinton has the sup¬ 
port of half of the superdel- 
egotes to next year's Dem¬ 
ocratic Notional Conven¬ 
tion from Hawaii, Guam 
and American Samoa. 
Other superdelegates said 
they were not ready to de¬ 
clare their support for any 
candidate and some did 
not respond. 

U.S. Sen. Mazie Hirono of 
Hawaii said Clinton cares 
about issues that people 
core about, including col¬ 
lege affordability, raising 
the minimum wage and 
comprehensive immigra¬ 
tion reform. 

“She has the brains, she 


has the stamina. She's got 
what it takes to be presi¬ 
dent,” Hirono said. 
Superdelegates are del¬ 
egates to the Democratic 
National Convention who 
can support the candidate 
of their choice, regardless 
of what happens in the 
primaries and caucuses. 
They are members of Con¬ 
gress and other elected 
officials, parfy leaders and 
members of the Demo¬ 
cratic National Commit¬ 
tee. Superdelegates moke 
up about 30 percent of the 
2,382 delegates needed 
to clinch the Democratic 
nomination. 

The AP surveyed all 712 
Democratic Party super¬ 
delegates over the last 
two weeks, hearing back 
from more fhan 80 per¬ 
cent of them. Of those, 359 
planned to support Clin¬ 
ton, eight planned to sup¬ 
port Vermont Sen. Bernie 
Sanders and two planned 
to support former Mary¬ 


land Gov. Marfin O'Malley; 
210 were uncommitted. 
Five of Hawaii's nine su- 
perdelegotes, including 


Hirono, said fhey supporf- 
ed Clinfon. Three were 
uncommitted while one 
didn't respond. 


Three of five Guam super¬ 
delegates said they sup¬ 
ported Clinton and two 
didn't respond.^ 



Convicted spy Jonathan Pollard to be set free after 30 years 


ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Jonathan Pollard, the 
Navy intelligence analyst 
whose 1985 arrest for sell¬ 
ing secrets to Israel set off 
a sensafional spy saga, is 
scheduled fo be released 
from federal prison next 
week, marking the end of 


a three-decade diplomat¬ 
ic burr in the relationship 
between the two allies. 
Pollard, 61, had been serv¬ 
ing a life sentence, but 
was granted parole this 
year under sentencing 
rules in place at the time of 
his prosecution that made 
him presumptively eligible 
for release this month. 


Although the decision 
from the U.S. Parole Com¬ 
mission came around 
the same time as a sharp 
disagreement between 
the U.S. and the Israeli 
governments over a nu¬ 
clear deal with Iran, offi¬ 
cials from both countries 
have denied the release 
was in any way tied to 


that arrangement, or was 
intended as a concession 
to Israel. 

The release, scheduled for 
next Friday, caps a case 
that divided public opin¬ 
ion in Israel and America 
and has been a periodic 
source of legal and diplo¬ 
matic wrangling between 
the two countries. 


“In terms of the quantity 
of stuff he gave away and 
the classification and the 
damage to relations, it 
certainly was a significant 
case,” said Jeffrey Richel- 
son, a senior fellow at the 
National Security Archive 
at George Washington 
University who has written 
on Pollard.Q 



OPEN DAILY FOR BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER 8 DRINKS 

SUNDAY - THURSDAY FROM 8:00 AM - MIDNIDHT 
FRIDAY a SATURDAY FROM 8:00 AM -1:00 AM 


• DAILY SPECIALS 

• FREE a AMPLE PARKING 

• 6 FLAT SCREENS 
BARREL AGED COCKTAILS 


FREE WIFI 

CRAFT a DRAFT BEERS 

KIDS MENU a KIDS CORNER 

ARUBA'S LARGEST BGURBGN SELECTIGN 


GODRHET BURGERS i 
BARREL AGEB 
COCKTAILS 


I 


LOCATED DOWNTOWN ORANJESTAD AT RENAISSANCE (SEAPORT) MARKETPLACE ACROSS THE OCEAN SUITES 

TEL: +297 588 5511 EMAIL: INFO@SIDEBARARUBA.COM WWW.SIDEBARARUBA.COM 























SATURDAY 14 NOVEMBER 


MIU.S. NEWS 


m 


Utah judge reverses order to take baby from lesbian couple 



Foster parents April Hoagland and Beckie Peirce are photographed in Salt Lake City. The couple 
said Friday they are relieved atter finding out they will be able to keep a baby girl they have 
been raising as foster parents. (Steve Griffin/The Salt Lake Tribune via AP) 


MICHELLE L. PRICE 
BRADY McCOMBS 
Associated Press 
PRICE, Utah (AP) — A Utah 
lesbian couple said Friday 
they are relieved after find¬ 
ing out they will be able to 
keep a baby girl they have 
been raising as foster par¬ 
ents. 

The married couple spoke 


Friday, hours after a judge 
reversed his ruling to take 
the 9-month-old child and 
place her with a hetero¬ 
sexual couple for her well¬ 
being. 

“We're just happy we 
don't have to say good¬ 
bye to her on Tuesday," 
April Hoagland told The 
Associated Press. “That's a 


big relief." 

Hoagland and Beckie 
Peirce later spoke at a 
news conference outside 
the courthouse where the 
judge made the initial rul¬ 
ing on Tuesday. 

They said they are grateful 
for the nationwide support 
their case received after 
Judge Scott Johansen or¬ 


dered the baby removed. 
National LGBT groups 
called the decision outra¬ 
geous, and Democratic 
presidential candidate 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
brought attention to the 
case by Tweeting about it. 
State officials and an at¬ 
torney for the women 
filed court documents de¬ 
manding the judge rescind 
his decision. The judge 
reversed course, but he 
could still order the child 
removed at a Dec. 4 cus¬ 
tody hearing. 

They said they were 
shocked when Johansen 
made his initial ruling in 
court Tuesday, mentioning 
research that said children 
raised by heterosexual 
families do better and that 
“same-sex marriages have 
double the rate of instabil¬ 
ity as heterosexual mar¬ 
riages." 

They said there were au¬ 
dible gasps in the court¬ 
room, and state lawyers 
countered with evidence 
to the contrary. 

The American Psychologi¬ 
cal Association has said 
there's no scientific basis 
that gay couples are unfit 


parents based on sexual 
orientation. 

That language was crossed 
out in Johansen’s new or¬ 
der. It now says the court 
merely cited concerns that 
research has shown chil¬ 
dren are more emotionally 
and mentally stable when 
raised by a mother and fa¬ 
ther in the same home. 
Hoagland, a stay-at-home 
mother, and Peirce are 
among a group of same- 
sex married couples who 
were allowed to become 
foster parents in Utah after 
last summer’s U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling that made 
gay marriage legal across 
the country. 

The couple is also raising 
Peirce's biological chil¬ 
dren, girls ages 12 and 13. 
They were worried about 
what would happen to 
their girls at school in the 
small central Utah city with 
about 8,400 people. In¬ 
stead, the girls discovered 
widespread support from 
their classmates, Hoagland 
and Peirce said. 

They said they want to 
adopt the 9-month old 
baby, who wasn’t with 
them Friday.Q 


US top court agrees to hear first abortion case since 2007 


MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
is taking on its first abor¬ 
tion case in eight years, a 
dispute over state regula¬ 
tion of abortion clinics. 

A decision in the case in¬ 
volving one of the coun¬ 
try’s most contested issues 
is expected to be issued 
by late June, four months 
before the presidential 
election. 

The justices said Friday 
they will hear argu¬ 
ments over a Texas law 
that would leave about 


10 abortion clinics open 
across the state. Before 
the law, the country’s 
second-largest state had 
41 abortion clinics. 

The high court previously 
blocked parts of the Texas 
law. The court took no ac¬ 
tion on a separate appeal 
from Mississippi, where a 
state law would close the 
only abortion clinic in one 
of the poorest states in the 
U.S. 

States have enacted a 
wave of measures in re¬ 
cent years that have 
placed restrictions on 
when in a pregnancy- 


abortions may be per¬ 
formed, imposed limits 
on abortions using drugs 
instead of surgery and 
raised standards for clinics 
and the doctors who work 
in them. 

The new case concerns 
the last category. In Texas, 
the fight is over two provi¬ 
sions of the law that Cov. 
Rick Perry signed in 2013. 
One requires abortion fa¬ 
cilities to be constructed 
like surgical centers. The 
other allows doctors to 
perform abortions at clin¬ 
ics only if they have ad¬ 
mitting privileges at a lo¬ 


cal hospital. 

More than half of the 
state’s clinics closed when 
the admitting privileges 
requirement was allowed 
to take effect. Nineteen 
clinics remain. 

The focus of the dispute 
at the Supreme Court is 
whether the law imposes 
what the court has called 
an undue burden on a 
woman’s constitutional 
right to an abortion. If al¬ 
lowed to take full effect, 
the law would leave no¬ 
abortion clinics in the hun¬ 
dreds of miles (kilometers) 
that lie west of San Anto¬ 


nio and only one oper¬ 
ating on a limited basis 
in the Rio Crande Valley 
bordering Mexico. 

The state has argued that 
women in west Texas al¬ 
ready cross into New Mex¬ 
ico to obtain abortions at 
a clinic in the suburbs of 
the Texas city of El Paso. 
Backers of the regulations 
say they are common- 
sense measures intended 
to protect women. Abor¬ 
tion rights groups say the 
regulations have only one 
aim: to make it harder, if 
not impossible, for women 
to getabortions in Texas.Q 
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US Financial Front: 

Retail sales crawl upward in October, led by online shopping 



Shoppers check out at a Wal-Mart Supercenter store in Springdale, Ark. The Commerce De¬ 
partment on Friday, Nov. 13, 2015, says retaii sales rose a seasonally adjusted 0.1 percent last 
month, after being unchanged in September. (AP Photo/Danny Johnston) 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Americans ramped up 
their aniine shopping and 
restaurant spending in 
October, but barely-there 
inflation kept overall retail 
sales growth muted. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Friday that re¬ 
tail sales rose a seasonally 
adjusted 0.1 percent last 
month, after being un¬ 
changed in September 
and August. Over the past 
12 months, sales hove risen 
1.7 percent. Lower gaso¬ 
line costs and meager in¬ 
flation have downplayed 
the extent of consumer 
spending, as the retail sales 
report is not adjusted for 
price changes. 

The U.S. economy has in¬ 
creasingly relied on con¬ 
sumers to propel growth. 
Consumer spending has 
been crucial for offset¬ 
ting the drags caused by 
a global economic slow¬ 
down and cheaper oil 
prices and a stronger dol¬ 
lar hurting U.S. manufac¬ 
turers. The October report 
suggests that some retail¬ 
ers had been expecting 
a busyhcliday season, as 
ane at the mast critical 
drivers of retail sales grawth 
— auta dealers — saw 
sales slip last manth. 

But retail earnings that ar¬ 
rived this week have been 
far from robust. Nord¬ 
strom cut its guidance for 
the year due to soft sales 


across all merchandise 
categaries. That fallawed 
a warning from Macy's on 
Wednesday, which said it 
was sitting an excessive in- 
ventcries. 

“What is warrying about 
the report is the combina¬ 
tion of soft sales in Sep¬ 
tember and October with 
retailer's guidance that this 
holiday season will be on 
the slower side,” said Brick- 
lin Dwyer, an analyst at the 
bank BNP Paribas. 

Online purchases climbed 
1.4 percent in October. 
Spending at restaurants 
and bars improved 0.5 per¬ 
cent. Furnishers, building 
material sellers, sporting 
goods outlets and depart¬ 
ment stores also notched 
gains. 

But gas station store sales 
tumbled 0.9 percent in Oc¬ 
tober and have dropped 
20.1 percent over the past 
12 months. Spending at 
auto dealers fell 0.5 per¬ 
cent last month, although 
sales have climbed 6.7 
percent from a year ago. 
Costs for companies 
dropped in October, a 
downward pull on prices 
for consumers, the Labor 
Department said in a sepa¬ 
rate report Friday. Produc¬ 
er prices fell 0.4 percent 
last month alone. Core 
prices, which exclude vola¬ 
tile food and energy costs, 
have risen a mere 0.1 per¬ 
cent over the past year. 
The lower prices mean that 
sales have in many cases 


been stronger than indi¬ 
cated by the retail sales re¬ 
port, said Ian Shepherdsan, 
chief economist at Panthe¬ 
on Macroeconomics. 

The weak earnings for tra¬ 
ditional retailers cantrast 
sharply with expectations 
ahead of Black Friday. 
Holiday spending is pro¬ 
jected to jump 3.7 percent 
this year to $630.5 billion, a 
gain that would be above 
the 10-year average in 
holiday sales growth of 2.5 
percent, according to the 
National Retail Federatian. 
Clothiers hired 19,500 work¬ 
ers in October ahead of 
the shopping rush, the gov¬ 
ernment said last week. 


Still, not all of the retail- 
related hiring will appear 
at stores and showrooms. 
Online retail giant Ama¬ 
zon announced plans last 
manth ta hire 100,000 sea¬ 
sonal workers, a massive 
20 percent jump tram last 
year that reflects how inter¬ 
net shopping is also chang¬ 
ing the transportation and 
warehousing sector. 

The auto sector appears to 
remain solid even with the 
decline in sales document¬ 
ed by the government last 
manth. 

Private industry reports 
show that car and truck 
purchases totaled 1.5 mil¬ 
lion in October, a 14 per¬ 


cent increase from a year 
ago, according to Auto¬ 
data Carp. Ford projects 
overall auto sales of 17.4 
million for the entire year, 
besting the record of 17.35 
million achieved in 2001. 
Economists watch the re¬ 
tail sales report closely be¬ 
cause it provides the first 
indication each month of 
the willingness of Ameri¬ 
cans to spend. Consumer 
spending drives 70 percent 
of the economy. Yet re¬ 
tail sales accaunt for only 
about one-third of spend¬ 
ing, with services such as 
haircuts and Internet ac¬ 
cess making up the other 
two-thirds. □ 
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Kurdish forces recapture militant-held towns in Iraq, Syria 


SUSANNAH GEORGE 
Associated Press 
SINJAR, Iraq (AP) — Deal¬ 
ing a double blow Friday 
to the Islamic State group, 
Iraqi Kurdish torces pushed 
into the strategic town ot 
Sinjor in northern Iraq, and 
a coalition ot Arab, Chris¬ 
tian and Kurdish rebel tac¬ 
tions recaptured another 
town from the militants 
across the border in Syria. 
The Kurdish forces raised 
their flag in the center of 
Sinjor, and a top official 
said it was liberated, al¬ 
though U.S. and Kurdish 
military officials urged cau¬ 
tion in declaring victory in 
the major offensive. 

The fighters encountered 
little resistance, at least ini¬ 
tially, suggesting that many 
of the IS militants may have 
pulled back in anticipation 
of the advance. It was also 
possible that they could 
be biding their time before 
striking bock. 

The offensive to retake Sin- 
jar was launched Thursday 


by the Kurdish militia fight¬ 
ers known as the pesh- 
merga forces, and they 
succeeded in cutting a 
key nearby highway and 
retaking more than 150 
square kilometers (about 
60 square miles) of terri¬ 
tory from the Islamic State 
group. Airstrikes by a U.S.- 
led coalition supported the 
offensive, dubbed Opera¬ 
tion Free Sinjor. 

The Kurdistan Region Secu¬ 
rity Council said 28 villages 
were retaken from the Is¬ 
lamic State and “more 
than 300 terrorists were 
killed by Peshmerga forces 
and Coalition warplanes” 
in the course of the two- 
day operation. 

By cutting the road, Iraqi 
and coalition officials said 
the extremists will struggle 
to maintain a flow of sup¬ 
plies to Iraq's second-larg¬ 
est city, Mosul, which has 
been under militant control 
since June 2014. Without 
direct access on Highway 
47, the militants would 



Kurdish Peshmerga fighters enter Sinjar, northern Iraq, after regaining control of the city rom the 
Islamic State group in a joint operation with coalition forces, on Friday, Nov. 13, 2015. Iraqi Kurdish 
militias battling to take bock Sinjar from Islamic State militants raised a Kurdish flag and fired off 
celebratory gunfire in the center of town, though U.S. and Kurdish officials cautioned that it was 
too soon to declare victory in a major offensive to retake the strategic community. 

(AP Photo/Bram Janssen) 

region, told fighters in Sinjar. 
“It’s time for the Yazidi girls 
to raise their heads up. Re¬ 
venge has been taken for 
them.” 

Across the border in Syria, 
a rebel coalition known 
as the Democratic Forces 
of Syria seized the town of 
Hoi in northern Hassakeh 
province. The U.S.-backed 
offensive to retake IS-held 
areas in the southern parts 
of Hassakeh is coinciding 
with the push to recapture 
Sinjar.Q 


have to travel off-road for 
several hours to travel be¬ 
tween their strongholds in 


Syria and Iraq. 

Sinjar has been under 
the control of the self-de¬ 
scribed Islamic State group 
for more than a year. It was 
overrun by the extremists as 
they swept across Syria and 
Iraq in August 2014, leading 
to the killing, enslavement 
and flight of thousands 
from the Yazidi religious mi¬ 
nority. 

“We promised, we have 
liberated Sinjar,” Massoud 
Barzani, the president of the 
semi-autonomous Kurdish 


IS suicide blast roadside bomb 
hit Baghdad Shiites, killing 26 


QASSIM ZAHRA 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — The Is¬ 
lamic State group claimed 
responsibility for a sui¬ 
cide blast and a roadside 
bombing that targeted 
Shiites in Baghdad on Fri¬ 
day, killing a total of 26 
people and wounding 
dozens. 

The attacks came as Iraqi 
Kurdish militias, backed by 
U.S. airstrikes, seized the 
town of Sinjar from the Is¬ 
lamic State group in a 
major blow to the extrem¬ 
ists. Following its blitz last 
year, the IS — which splin¬ 
tered off from Iraq’s al-Qa- 
ida branch — now holds 
about a third of Iraq and 
neighboring Syria in its self- 


declared caliphate. 

The suicide bomber struck 
a memorial service held 
for a Shiite militia fighter 
killed in battle against IS 
in the Iraqi capital's south¬ 
western suburb of Hay al- 
Amal, a police official told 
The Associated Press. 

That explosion killed 21 
people and wounded at 
least 46, he said. 

The militia fighter was killed 
in battle against the mili¬ 
tant group in Iraq’s west¬ 
ern Anbar province, the 
official added. 

Also Friday in Baghdad, a 
roadside bomb detonat¬ 
ed at a Shiite shrine in Sadr 
City, killing at least five 
people and wounding 15, 
police officials said. □ 
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Palestinian kills 2 Israelis; 2 Palestinians die in clashes 



Israeli soldiers stand at the scene of a shooting attack near the West Bank city of Hebron, not far 
from the Jewish settlement of Otniel, Friday, Nov. 13, 2015. A Palestinian gunman opened fire on 
Friday, killing on Israeli father and son as they were driving in the West Bank and wounding at least 
one other person in the car, Israeli officials said, the latest in a nearly two-month rash of violence 
and almost daily Palestinian attacks on Israeli civilians and soldiers. 

(AP Photo/ Nasser Shiyoukhi) 


NEBI QENA 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — A Pales¬ 
tinian gunman ambushed 
an Israeli family in the West 
Bank on Friday, killing a 
father and his son, while 
clashes with Israeli security 
forces in the territory killed 
two Palestinians in the lat¬ 
est escalation of violence. 
According to the Israeli 
military, the Palestinian at¬ 
tacker opened fire as the 
family was driving near the 
West Bank city of Hebron, 
killing the father, who was 
in his 40s, and his 18-year- 
old son. 

It was the latest in a two- 
month wave of violence in 
which Palestinian assaults 
on Israeli civilians and sol¬ 
diers have become an al¬ 
most daily occurrence. He¬ 
bron, the largest West Bank 
city, has been a particular 
flashpoint in the current 
round of Israeli-Palesfinian 
violence. Several hundred 
Jewish settlers live in forti¬ 


fied enclaves in the city, 
amid tens of fhousands of 
Palestinians. 

The military says that over 
the past month, Palestin¬ 
ians have carried out doz¬ 
ens of attacks in Hebron 
alone, including more than 
20 stabbings, multiple as¬ 
saults with cars and other 
vehicles and several shoot¬ 
ing attacks. 

Israeli media aired footage 
from the aftermath of the 
attack, showing a crashed 
car by the roadside. The re¬ 
ports said there were seven 
members of a West Bank 
settlement family in the car, 
driving home to celebrate 
the Jewish Sabbath when 
they were attacked. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu expressed 
condolences and vowed 
to hunt down the attack¬ 
ers. “We will find the despi¬ 
cable murderers and bring 
them to justice as we have 
in the past,” he said in a 
statement. 


Channel 10 released a 
dramatic audio of a call it 
said was from one of the 
passengers in the car call¬ 
ing rescue services as the 
attack unfolded. In the 
recording, a man’s voice 
can be heard saying they 
have a passenger wound¬ 
ed in the head and that an 
ambulance from the Pales¬ 
tinian Red Crescent had ar¬ 
rived at the scene but sped 
away, leaving them there. 
The gunman used an AK-47 
assault rifle and more fhan 
10 bullets were fired, fhe TV 
station said, adding that he 
had accomplices. The mili¬ 
tary said the attacker fled 
the scene and that troops 
were searching the area. 
Dr. Tzvi Perry from Soroka 
hospital in the southern Is¬ 
raeli town of Beersheba 
said “five wounded people 
from the same family” were 
brought to the hospital. The 
mother had light injuries to 
the chest and limbs; a son 
sustained a gunshot wound 


in the leg and three young 
girls had minor scratches, 
he said. 

Hamas, the Islamic mili¬ 
tant group that rules Gaza, 
praised the attack but 
stopped short of claiming 
responsibilify for if. 

Since mid-September, most 
of the Palestinian attacks 
have been stabbings, tar¬ 
geting seemingly random 
pedestrians or people 
passing by, but Friday’s at¬ 
tack appeared to be more 
carefully planned and ex¬ 
ecuted. 

It was reminiscent of a 
similar incident in October, 
when Palestinians shot and 
killed an Israeli couple in 
front of their four children, 
including a 4-months-old 
infant, as the family was 
driving in the West Bank. Is¬ 
rael’s Shin Bet intelligence 


agency later arrested five 
Palestinians it said were 
part of a Hamas cell fhaf 
had carried ouf the attack. 
The current round of blood¬ 
shed was triggered by un¬ 
rest at a major Jerusalem 
shrine revered by both Mus¬ 
lims and Jews, and quickly 
spread to Israel, the West 
Bank and the Gaza border. 
Israel has accused Palestin¬ 
ian political and religious 
leaders of inciting the vio¬ 
lence that is glorified in 
detail on Palestinian social 
media sites. So far in the 
two months of violence, 14 
Israelis have died, mostly 
in stabbing attacks, while 
81 Palestinians have been 
killed. Israel says 51 of the 
Palestinians were involved 
in assaults and the rest 
died in clashes with security 
forces.Q 


WdlFMD®)"; 


PALM BEACH #33-A 



STEAK. SEAFOOD, B.B.O. & FUN! 


WWW.WACKYWAH00S.COM 

Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 - 10:00 


Monday - Saturday 



FRiSH CATCH & SeAFOOO 

We are located close to the High-rise 
hoteFs at walking distance, 

_ RESERVATION SUGGESTED 


TEL: 586-7333 


Si 


j 























SATURDAY 14 NOVEMBER 


,^?.9IW0RLD NEWS 


m 


India’s Modi meets queen, raiiies fans on 2nd day of UK trip 



Britain’s Queen Eiizabeth ii walks with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi at Buckingham Palace 
in London, on the second day ot his visit to the UK, Friday Nov. 13, 2015. Modi is in Britain tor three 
days of cultural events and high level political and business meetings. 

(Dominic Lipinski / POOL via AP) 


JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Madi lunched Vv'ith Queen 
Elizabeth II and rallied thau- 
sands at cheering suppcrt- 
ers on the second day of 
his high-profile official visit 
to Britain, as royal officials 
announced Prince William 
and his wife Kate will visit In¬ 
dia next year. 


Modi arrived at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace for lunch Fri¬ 
day in a Jaguar, the iconic 
British car brand owned 
by India’s Tata Motors — a 
symbol of the close rela¬ 
tionship between India and 
its former colonial ruler. 
Later, Modi was greeted as 
a celebrity by tens of thou¬ 
sands of supporters wav¬ 
ing Indian flags and Union 
Jacks during a high-energy 


rally at London’s Wembley 
Stadium — more usually 
home to rock concerts and 
England's national soccer 
team. 

He was introduced on¬ 
stage by Prime Minister 
David Cameron, who has 
often been by Modi's side 
on the trip, a sign of how 
important Britain considers 
the visit. 

The crowd cheered when 


Cameron said, “it won’t be 
long before there’s a Brit¬ 
ish Indian prime minister in 
Downing Street.” 

Modi’s ambitious plans to 
modernize India and his 
pro-business agenda have 
won him many fans among 
the 1.5 million people of In¬ 
dian origin in Britain. 

“In a country that has suf¬ 
fered a lot because of cor¬ 
ruption and misadministra- 
tion. Modi is regarded as 
someone who is a clean 
politician and is somebody 
who delivers,” said Manoj 
Ladwa of the Europe India 
Forum, which organized 
the Wembley rally. 

But the Hindu national¬ 
ist politician has also been 
met by protests from Sikhs, 
Muslims, human rights 
groups and others who ac¬ 
cuse him of failing to stop 
growing religious intoler¬ 
ance and violence in India. 
Britain and India have 
announced major busi¬ 
ness deals and cultural 
exchanges during Modi’s 
trip, which ends Saturday, 
including an Indian tour for 
historic British texts such as 
the Magna Carta and the 
opening of a Madame Tus- 
sauds wax museum in New 
Delhi. 

And on Friday William and 
Kate’s Kensington Palace 


office said the royal couple 
would make their first visit to 
India in spring 2016. 

Modi is being treated to full 
British pomp and ceremony 
on the three-day visit. On 
Thursday he was welcomed 
by ranks of Scots Guards, 
saw a ceremonial fly-past 
by the Royal Air Force Red 
Arrows aerobatic team 
and gave a speech to Par¬ 
liament before spending 
the night at Prime Minister 
David Cameron’s country 
retreat Chequers. 

Cameron said Modi’s visit 
cemented a “modern, 
dynamic partnership” be¬ 
tween the world’s fifth-larg- 
est economy — Britain — 
and India, which will soon 
rank third. 

The two countries have an¬ 
nounced 9 billion pounds 
($14 billion) in business 
deals, including a 2 billion 
pound British investment 
in solar power in India and 
more than 1 billion pounds’ 
worth of London-issued 
bonds to fund the expan¬ 
sion of India’s rail network 
and other projects. 

Modi swept to power in 
2014 on promises to devel¬ 
op India’s economy and 
root out the corruption and 
incompetence that had 
crippled the previous gov¬ 
ernment. □ 


Poland’s president offlcially designates new prime minister 


VANESSA GERA 
Associated Press 
WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 

Poland’s president officially 
designated Beata Szydio 
from the right-wing Law 
and Justice party the coun¬ 
try’s new prime minister on 
Friday, largely a formal¬ 
ity since the new govern¬ 
ment’s make-up has been 
known for days. 

The Euroskeptic party won 
a parliamentary majority 
in an election nearly three 
weeks ago. Cabinet ap¬ 
pointees were announced 


on Monday. President An¬ 
drzej Duda, who comes 
from the same party, for¬ 
mally designated Szydio in 
a ceremony in Warsaw at 
the presidential palace on 
Friday, kissing her on the 
hand and cheeks and pre¬ 
senting her with flowers. 

It is the start of a new po¬ 
litical era in Poland, with 
both houses of parliament 
and the presidency con¬ 
trolled by Law and Justice, 
and with the party leader 
and founder, former Prime 
Minister Jaroslaw Kaczynski, 


clearly holding huge power 
within the party. 

Many of the government 
appointments are Kaczyn- 
ski’s longtime allies, creat¬ 
ing the impression that he, 
rather than Szydio, is calling 
the shots. During Friday’s 
ceremony Dudo turned to 
Kaczynski and paid hom¬ 
age to him, praising him 
as a political “visionary” for 
taking the risk of choosing 
himself and Szydio candi¬ 
dates for the country’s top 
political jobs. The party, 
viewed as too radical by 


many Poles, was out of 
power for eight years but 
swept back into office this 
year with Kaczynski put¬ 
ting up Duda and Szydio, 
younger candidates with 
more moderate images, 
rather than running himself 
for either post. 

“You are a great strate¬ 
gist,” Duda told him. “But 
I must also add that you 
are a great man.” Szydio’s 
government will be sworn 
in Monday, completing a 
major power shift in Poland 
after the centrist and pro- 


European Civic Platform 
party lost both presidential 
and parliamentary elec¬ 
tions this year to Law and 
Justice. The outgoing prime 
minister, Ewa Kopacz, re¬ 
signed Thursday as the 
newly-elected parliament 
convened for the first time. 
Kopacz also announced 
Friday that she would not 
remain as the leader of 
Civic Platform. She said 
she would not take part in 
upcoming leadership elec¬ 
tions within the party for the 
sake of its unity.Q 
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Venezuela drug scandal reverberates as elections kick off 


HANNAH DREIER 
Associated press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— It’s the story of the year 
or no story at all, depend¬ 
ing on where one falls on 
Venezuela’s hyper-polar¬ 
ized political spectrum. 
Venezuelan officials kept si¬ 
lent Friday on the arrest this 
week of two nephews of 
first lady Cilia Flores on U.S. 
drug trafficking charges. 
The South American coun¬ 
try’s opposition leaders, 
meanwhile, made the 
news the focus of their ral¬ 
lies to mark the launch of 
the campaign season for 
crucial Dec. 6 congressio¬ 
nal elections. 

The two young men were 
arrested in Flaiti on Tuesday 
on charges of conspiring to 
smuggle cocaine into the 
United States. They are be¬ 
ing held in New York with¬ 
out bail. 

The opposition hammered 
on the scandal on Friday 
during nationwide events 
celebrating the official 
start of the fight for control 
of congress — a battle that 
polls indicate the govern¬ 
ment may lose badly. Op¬ 
position leaders said the ar¬ 


rests had shocked the na¬ 
tion and showed the need 
for change after 16 years 
of socialist rule. 

The most hard line party in 
the opposition coalition. 
Popular Will, referred to the 
arrests in its slogan for the 
campaign launch: “Today 
we start the shift from narco 
state to a better Venezu¬ 
ela.” U.S prosecutors have 
investigated several high- 
level Venezuelan officials 
for drug and corruption 
charges, but this week’s 
arrests marks the first time 
President Nicolas Madu- 
ro’s inner circle has been 
directly implicated. Even 
many government critics 
were surprised because 
they tend to see Maduro, 
the hand-picked succes¬ 
sor to late President Flugo 
Chavez, as incompetent 
but not especially corrupt. 
Neither Maduro nor any 
other governing official has 
commented on the arrests, 
and national media has 
largely blacked out the 
news. One of the country’s 
largest daily newspapers 
reported on the drug bust, 
but left out any connection 
to the first family. □ 


Wild gun battle kills 4 bystanders 
In Mexico border city of Reynoso 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 

wild running gun battle 
between Mexican soldiers 
and gunmen in the border 
city of Reynoso resulted in 
the deaths of four bystand¬ 
ers after a military vehicle 
took a spray of gunfire and 
crashed into a taco stand. 
The dead were apparent¬ 
ly customers at the taco 
stand in Reynoso, across 
the border from McAl¬ 
len, Texas. They included 
a 20-year-old mother and 
her 4-month-old baby. 

Four other bystanders were 
wounded, as were an un¬ 
specified number of army 
personnel. 

The government of the 


northern state of Tamauli- 
pas said Thursday in a press 
statement that it regretted 
the deaths, and blamed 
the gunmen for the attack. 
The army patrol was pursu¬ 
ing a five-vehicle convoy 
of armed suspects late 
Wednesday when a sport 
utility vehicle unexpectedly 
joined the confrontation. 
Occupants of the SUV 
shot out the windshield of 
a military patrol truck and 
crashed into it. The force 
of the impact and the loss 
of visibility from the shot- 
out windshield led the mili¬ 
tary vehicle to crash into 
the stand and two nearby 
vehicles. □ 



Opposition members cheer during a campaign raiiy for congressionai candidates, in Caracas, 
Venezueia, Friday, Nov. 13, 2015. The process for the Dec. 6 iegisiative eiections enters the finai 
stretch with the formai start of the campaign in the midst of a compiex economic crisis, and the 
recent scandai invoiving two nephews of first iady Ciiia Fiores on U.S. drug trafficking charges. 

(AP Photo/Fernando Liano) 
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US agriculture secretary visits Cuba to build trade momentum 


M. WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
GUIRA DE MELENA, Cuba 
(AP) — U.S. Agriculture Sec¬ 


retary Tom Vilsack spent Fri¬ 
day morning discussing soil 
management and crop 
diseases at a cooperative 
farm in central Cuba, part 
of an American push to 
cement detente Vv'ith the 


communist island before 
President Barack Obama 
leaves office. 

Inside both governments. 


advocates of a closer re¬ 
lationship are struggling 
against obstacles that in¬ 
clude the U.S. trade em¬ 
bargo on Cuba, resistance 
among Cuban-Americans 
in Congress and a Cuban 


reluctance to open to the 
U.S. before Washington 
does avv'oy with more of 
the embargo. 


(AP Photo/Desmond Boylan) 

Both sides have been push¬ 
ing to create momentum 
as the first anniversary of 
the declaration of detente 
nears, and with Obama 
hoping to make a victori¬ 
ous trip to the island by the 


middle of next year. 

The Obama administration 
has said it is considering 
a new set of regulations 
further loosening the em¬ 
bargo, which is imposed 
by U.S. law. Cuban officials 
told reporters this week 
they expected deals on 
regularly scheduled flights, 
anti-drug cooperation and 
environmental protection 
by around the end of the 
year. 

Vilsack on Wednesday be¬ 
came the third U.S. Cabi¬ 
net secretary to visit Cuba 
this year, holding a series 
of meetings with Cuban 
officials on topics like fruit 
and vegetable export cer¬ 
tification and field inspec¬ 
tions aimed at laying the 
groundwork for fufure agri- 
culfural trade between the 
U.S. and Cuba. 

"This happens with every 
country we deal with,” Vil¬ 
sack told reporters at the 
U.S. Embassy on Friday af¬ 
ternoon. “We’re encourag¬ 
ing that process to begin 
now because it does take 
time. Our interest in this is o 
reflection of our inferesf in 
ensuring, as the president 
desires, that the embargo 
gets lifted and we actually 
have two-way trade.” 



U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Thomas Vilsack, right, talks to farmers as Senator Jeff AAerkley, of 
Oregon, sits at the wheel of an old tractor used by farmers at the Guira De AAelenas cooperative 
organic farm in Guira De AAelenas, Cuba, Friday, Nov. 13, 2015. Vilsack is on a four-day visit to 
Cuba to try to boost agricultural trade. 


Cuba’s agricultural pro¬ 
ductivity has plummeted 
since its 1959 revolution 
and ordinary Cubans’ 
strongest complaints are 
about the high prices and 
low quality of basic foods. 
The Cuban government 
almost entirely blames the 
U.S. embargo, but out¬ 
side experts point to the 
inefficiency of the cen¬ 
trally controlled economy, 
which has a monopoly on 
many staple foods. 

U.S. food sales fo Cuba 
have been allowed for 
more fhan a decade, but 
the island’s purchases 
hove plummeted in recent 
years. Cuba soys o bar on 
credit from U.S. producers 
has made if easier fo buy 
from counfries such as Bra¬ 
zil and Spain. 

“They’re frying to do as 
much as they can to get 
the United States to nor¬ 
malize relations,” said Paul 
Johnson, co-chairman of 
the U.S. Agriculture Coali¬ 
tion for Cuba. “If’s going 
to be o tough haul until at 
least the credit issue is re¬ 
solved.” Vilsack was host¬ 
ed by Cuban Agriculture 
Minister Gustavo Rodriguez 
Rollero, who declined to 
speak with the press.Q 


Puerto Rico lawmakers seek to limit powers of fiscal board 


DANICA GOTO 
Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — Puerto Rico legisla¬ 
tors have watered down 
the powers of a proposed 
fiscal confrol board fhaf 
aims fo sfabilize fhe U.S. 
ferritory’s finances and ap¬ 
pease bondholders amid 
on economic crisis. 

The island’s House of Rep- 
resentafives approved a 
measure lafe Thursday fhaf 
would creafe a supervisory 
board after voting in fa¬ 
vor of some of the dozens 
of amendments that the 


Senate had previously ap¬ 
proved that would strip the 
board of most of its powers. 
Legislators debated the 
measure as some mem¬ 
bers of the public held a 
sign that read, “Puerto 
Rico is not for sale.” 

One amendment would 
allow the board to en¬ 
dorse but not approve an 
upcoming five-year fis¬ 
cal reform plan. Another 
change would let the 
board review government 
agencies’ budgets but not 
modify them. 

The watered-down bill is a 


blow to the original mea¬ 
sure that Gov. Alejandro 
Garcia Padilla submitted 
as the U.S. territory strug¬ 
gles to restructure $72 bil¬ 
lion in public debt that he 
has said is unpayable. 
Melba Acosta, president 
of Puerfo Rico’s Govern¬ 
ment Development Bank, 
said earlier this week that 
creditors have informally 
demanded o fiscal con¬ 
trol board, and that some 
of fhem seek a federal 
governmenf-appointed 
board. Puerto Rico has 
been struggling with a 


nearly decade-long eco¬ 
nomic slump, and the 
bank has warned that of¬ 
ficials will likely have to cut 
back on public services or 
default on debts before 
year’s end because it is 
running out of money. 
Despite the push from 
creditors for a powerful fis¬ 
cal confrol board, several 
legislafors maintain that 
they have the right to exer¬ 
cise power over it. 

“This is not the Washing¬ 
ton, D.G. or Detroit board,” 
Senate President Eduardo 
Bhatia said Wednesday 


after the Senate approved 
the amended bill before 
if wenf fo fhe House for 
review. “This board does 
nof control anything, will 
not decide anything. It will 
observe. The legislative 
assembly will be the one 
making decisions.” 

Puerto Rico’s Senate will 
review the amended bill 
in upcoming days. If it 
disagrees with the new 
amendments, the bill will 
go to a conference com¬ 
mittee, said Oliver Otero, 
spokesman for the House 
of Representofives.Q 
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Loyal Visitors Honored by the Aruba Tourism Authority 
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else! They say being on 
the island is like being in 
paradise, that the people 
are like family to them, 
and that Aruba is truly their 
‘home-away-from-home.’ 
The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Mr. Jonathan 


Boekhoudt representing 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity together with friends 
and associated from the 
Divi Aruba Beach Resort, 
the Costa Linda Resort and 
the Aruba Beach Club. 
Congratulations to alliQ 


EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of honoring a group of 
loyal and friendly visitors 
of Aruba at the Divi Aruba 
Beach Resort, the Costa 
Linda Resort and the Aru¬ 
ba Beach Club as Distin¬ 
guished Visitors, Goodwill 
Ambassadors and Emerald 
Ambassadors. 

The symbolic honorary titles 
are presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism 
as tokens of appreciation 
to guests who visit Aruba 
for lO-to-19, 20-to-34 and 
35-or-more consecutive 
years. 

The honorees for Distin¬ 


guished Visitor were Mr. 
Raymond and Mrs. Evelyn 
Vieira of Massachusetts, 
and Mr. Dean and Mrs. 
Helen Kalkowski of New 
Jersey. 

The honorees for Goodwill 
Ambassador were Mr. Ed 
Padgelek and Mrs. Judy 
Davis of Pennsylvania. 

The honoree for Emerald 
Ambassador was Mr. David 
Gatje of New York. 

All of the honorees are loy¬ 
al members of their respec¬ 
tive resorts and they love 
Aruba very much because 
of the friendly people, the 
weather, the beaches, the 
restaurants, the Casinos, 
and just about everything 
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Free pick-up services available when 
making reservation. 

Come and check out our great MASSAGES, 
FACIALS and much more!!! 



a Call now!!! 



Holiday Inn Resort Aruba 

* Not valid with any other promotions 


Loyal Visitors Honored at the Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort 



EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
the Aruba Tourism Authority 
hod the great pleasure ot 
honoring a pair ot loyal and 
friendly visitors ot Aruba at 
the Hyatt Regency Aruba 


Resort as Goodwill Ambas¬ 
sadors. The symbolic honor¬ 
ary titles ore presented in 
the name ot the Minister ot 
Tourism os tokens ot appre¬ 
ciation to guests who visit 


Aruba tor 20-to-34 consec¬ 
utive years. 

The honorees were Mr. 
Robert and Mrs. Adele Po- 
cilio of New Hartford, New 
York. Robert and Adele are 
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loyal guests of the Hyatt 
Regency Aruba Resort and 
they love Aruba very much 
because of the friendly 
people, the weather, the 
beaches, the restaurants, 
the Casinos, and just about 
everything else! They soy 
Aruba feels like a second 
home where the people 
are like family to them, and 
the Hyatt Regency Aruba 
Resort is truly their ‘home- 
away-from-home.’ 

The certificates were pre¬ 
sented by Mrs. Darline de 
Cuba representing the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
together with Mrs. Raquel 
Bautista, Guest Historian of 
Hyatt Regency Aruba Re¬ 
sort. 

CongrotulotionsO 
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THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering o wide vcriel/ cif Reloil & Drninig Oullets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs ond more. 


Baskin fiobbim | Dunkirt Donuts | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Juan Valdez Cofe | Subwoy | R-Gluss | Shalom Body ond Soul Spa 
Hollywood Smokehouse | Hungry Piranha | Aruba Aloe 
Bijoux Terner Boulique | The Lozy Lizard | The Markel 
TOFTwisi of Flavors 


Superb Performance of Pressure Busspipe at Aruba Reggea Festival 2015 



This year we had the 
pleasure of having inter¬ 
national artist Miri from 
the British Virgin Islands, 
McBogle from the Virgin 
Islands, Jah 9 from Jamai¬ 
ca and Pressure Busspipe 
from the Virgin Islands. 
Together with the Aruban 
band and artist this was 
cultural melting pot that 
showed, that unity, love, 
music and overstanding 
concurs all. 

This article is about Pres¬ 
sure Busspipe many of 
you know him from the 
song “Love and affec¬ 
tion". 

But during his exquisite 
presentation he spoke to 
his public, he interacted, 
he sang a large variety of 
his songs including “Virgin 
Islands Nice”. The public 
was dancing, chanting, 
singing expressing their 
love for his songs. 

Pressure gave extra time, 
effort and love to Aruba , 
who was highly appreci¬ 
ated by his fans that were 


singing every song with 
him from the bottom of 
their hearts. It was his first 
time in Aruba, but for sure 
not the last time. 

As he stated he would like 
to come back one day 
with his band and per¬ 
form for Aruba reggae 
lovers. 

Pressure it was an honor 
to have you here and we 
hope to see you sooniQ 
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Join us fodoy for o 

Heatwave of Cash! 

From 5pm to lOpm; we're giving away 
$20 Casti ito lucky Advcntage Players 
every 20 minytes. 
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Saturday November 14: 

UFC 193 PPV Watch Party at Double Down Sports Bor & Grill! 



EAGLE BEACH - The Double 
Down Sports Bar & Grill at 
the Tropicana Aruba Re¬ 
sort & Casino is excited to 
announce it will be host¬ 
ing the UFC 193 PPV Watch 
Party, TONIGHT, Saturday, 
November 14! 

For the first time in UFC his¬ 
tory, four women in Rondo 
Rousey, Holly Holm, Joanna 
Jedrzejezyk and Valerie Le- 
tourneou headline o UFC 
event. 

Originally scheduled os the 


main event for UFC 195 
in January, 2016, Rousey 
and company were fast- 
tracked otter the welter¬ 
weight title fight between 
champion Robbie Lawler 
and Carlos Condit was 
postponed due to a thumb 
injury suffered by Lawler. 
Now UFC 193 is on the brink 
of making history for o host 
of reasons. This fight is gen¬ 
uinely one no-one con af¬ 
ford to miss. 

WHO’S FIGHTING? 



Rondo Rousey. Need you 
ask more? The 28-year-old 
is one of the biggest names 
in the world of both profes¬ 
sional sport and pop cul¬ 
ture. 

An Olympic bronze med¬ 
alist in Judo who has risen 
to the top in professional 
fighting, Rousey mokes 


her Australian fight debut 
in November and if the 
Rousey fight isn’t enough to 
get you excited, women’s 
strowweight champion 
Joanna Jedrzejezyk is also 
defending her title against 
Letourneau. 

The cord also features the 
rematch of Mark Hunt vs 


Antonio Silva. 

The fights will be shown on 
30 HD flat screens and 4 gi¬ 
ant screens. There will be 
$5 knock-out food specials 
and a Happy Hour 2-for-l 
from 10pm to midnight! 

For more information, coll 
527-9160, or stop by the 
Tropicana CosinolQ 





















Spectators invade the pitch of the Stade de France stadium after the internationai friendiy soccer France against Germany, Friday, Nov. 13, 2015 in Saint Denis, out¬ 
side Paris. At ieast 35 peopie were kiiied in shootings and expiosions around Paris, many of them in a popuiar theater where patrons were taken hostage, poiice and 
medicai officiais said Friday. Two expiosions were heard outside the Stade de France stadium. 

(AP Photo/Michei Euier) 

Fans Stay Calm Amid Chilling Attack At Stade De France 


JEROME PUGMIRE 
AP Sports Writer 
PARIS (AP) — As news of 
bloodshed filtered through 
the crowd and police si¬ 
rens wailed outside, thou¬ 
sands of soccer fans milled 
araund the Stade de 
France, reluctant ta leave 
the seemingly safe stadium. 
The spectators didn't pan¬ 
ic, despite hearing the 


sounds of explosions from 
outside — part of the car¬ 
nage unfolding in the city 
that left dozens killed in 
multiple acts of violence. 
But there was plenty of un¬ 
ease and tensian. 

During the first half of 
France’s soccer match 
against Germany on Friday, 
two explosions went off 
nearby. The first, at around 


9:20 p.m., was a short and 
crisp bang. 

“We heard them, but we 
thought they were home¬ 
made devices or fire¬ 
works,” soccer fan Frederic 
Lavergne tcid The Associ¬ 
ated Press as he left the 
stadium. 

“We had na idea at the 
time what it was.” 

The next “bang” followed 


only minutes later, clearly 
audible as it ripped through 
the chill air. 

The noise inside the stadi¬ 
um was low at that point, 
since there was little excite¬ 
ment in the game, and the 
saunds at the sirens autside 
were laud and clear. So 
was the whirling saunds of 
the police helicopter buzz¬ 
ing overhead. 


By the end of the match, 
which France won 2-0, the 
mood was one of silent 
contemplation as news 
filtered in through mobile 
phones and sacial net¬ 
works relaying the carnage 
outside. 

What would otherwise 
have been a celebratian 
of France's win became a 
night of worry. □ 
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Bjerregaard shoots 66 to open 3-stroke lead at BAAW AAasters 


JUSTIN BERGMAN 
Associated Press 
SHANGHAI (AP) — Lucas 
Bjerregaard is learning haw 
to deal with the pressure of 
playing from fhe front and 
closing in on a maiden Eu¬ 
ropean Tour tifle, too. 

The Dane heads info the 
weekend with a three- 
stroke lead of fhe BMW 
Masters after carding a 
6-under 66 in Friday's sec¬ 
ond round. 

Bjerregaard trailed over¬ 
night leader Sergio Garcia 
for much of the day before 
surging into the lead with 
three birdies in his last four 
holes to match his opening- 
round score. He's now shot 
below 70 in 12 of his lost 13 
rounds since mid-October, 
going o combined 47 un¬ 
der. 

Garcia, meanwhile, ran 
into trouble on his bock 
nine on o cold, blustery 
day at Lake Moloren Golf 
Club. He bogeyed No. 12 
and hit into the water on 
No. 13 for o double-bogey. 


falling four strokes bock. 
The Spaniard recovered to 
shoot o 71 and tie for sec¬ 
ond place of 9 under with 
Thongchoi Joidee (68). 
Bjerregaard has been in 
top form this autumn, post¬ 
ing four top-10 finishes on 
the European Tour and 
falling just short of cap¬ 
turing his first title at the 
Hong Kong Open three 
weeks ago. Playing in the 
final group, the 24-year-old 
Done led Justin Rose by o 
stroke down the stretch be¬ 
fore o double-bogey gave 
victory to the Englishman. 
Still, it was o for better fin¬ 
ish than the lost time Bjer¬ 
regaard played in the final 
group on o Sunday at the 
Alfred Dunhill Champion¬ 
ship lost December — he 
collapsed with o 17-over 89 
in the final round. 

“It was nice in Hong Kong 
to prove to myself and 
Lucas Bjerregaard of Denmark makes a putt on the 9th hole dur- prove to everyone else 
ing the second round of the BMW Masters golf tournament at | j|j|| comoete UD 

the Lake Malaren Golf Club in Shanghai, China Friday, Nov. 13, , r n i i 

2 Q 15 7- - there, SO hopefully I con do 

(AP Photo) again this week and 



just come up one place 
better than lost time,” Bjer¬ 
regaard said. 

Ion Poulter (68), Paul Casey 
(69) and An Byeong-hun 
(71) were tied for fourth of 
8 under on Friday, while Pe¬ 
ter Uihlein (66) sank seven 
straight birdies to jump into 
o tie for seventh at 7 under 
with Ross Fisher (71). 

Playing alongside Bjer¬ 
regaard, Uihlein began his 
birdie spree on the por- 
5 15th hole and narrowly 
missed matching the Euro¬ 
pean Tour record of eight 
consecutive birdies when 
his 20-foot putt on the por- 
3 fourth hole slid just to the 
right of the cup. 

Uihlein started the day in 
o tie for 48th place but is 
suddenly only five strokes 
off the pace going into the 
weekend. 

“It was weird. I was level- 
par going into 15, 1 over 
for the day, and I felt like I 
played 24 holes really, re¬ 
ally well," the American 
soid.Q 


Minjee Lee leads LPGA Tour’s Lorena Ochoa Invitational 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Min¬ 
jee Lee shot her second 
straight 3-under 69 on Fri¬ 
day to take o one-stroke 
lead over four players in the 
LPGA Tour's Lorena Ochoa 
Invitational. 

The 19-year-old Australian 
player two-putted from 50 
feet on the par-5 17th for 
the lost of her six birdies 
at tree-lined Club de Golf 
Mexico. She won at Kings- 
mill in May for her first LPGA 
Tour title. “There's nothing 
different I'm going do on 
the golf course,” Lee said. 
“I'm going to stick to my 


golf and take it one shot of 
o time.... Still, two rounds to 
go and that's o long way.” 
Second-ranked Inbee Pork, 
defending champion Chris¬ 
tina Kim, Angela Stanford 
and rookie of the year Sei 
Young Kim were tied for 
second in the 36-player 
event. Park, the first-round 
leader, hod o 71. Christina 
Kim and Sei Young Kim 
each shot 66, and Stanford 
hod o 70. 

Pork is making her first start 
since withdrawing in Chino 
two weeks ago because of 
o cyst on her left middle fin¬ 


ger. The South Korean star 
mode o 20-foot eagle putt 
on the par-5 second, and 
hod three birdies and four 
bogeys. “Not o great strik¬ 
ing gome today, but I still 
feel really good about the 
putter,” Pork said. “Just o 
few bod shots, too many 
bogeys.” She struggled with 
distance control in the high 
altitude. “Whenever I hit it 
on line is over, and when¬ 
ever I get the distance right 
is left or right,” Pork said. 
“It's tough with the altitude 
and I've been really strug¬ 
gling. I'm just trying to get 


used to it.” 

She has four victories this 
season, winning two of the 
five majors. 

Sei Young Kim, also from 
South Korea, won the 
event two weeks ago in 
Chino for her third victory 
of the season. Stanford is 
coming off playoff loss to 
Sun-Ju Ahn lost week in the 
Asian Swing finale in Japan. 
The American won the in¬ 
augural tournament in 2008 
in Guadalajara. 

Lost year, Christina Kim 
beat Shonshon Feng on 
the second hole off o play¬ 


off otter losing o five-stroke 
lead in the final round. 

“It's just everything about 
this place, the people, the 
culture, the food, there's 
nothing negative you 
could really soy about this 
tournament,” Christina Kin 
said. “It's just wonderful.” 
Norway's Suzonn Pettersen 
was sixth of 4 under otter 
o 71. Top-ranked Lydia Ko 
is skipping the tournament 
to rest for her title defense 
next week in the season¬ 
ending CME Group Tour 
Championship in Naples, 
Florida. □ 
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Rousey’s fear of failure key to beating Hoim in Melbourne 



Rondo Rousey of the U.S. talks about her upcoming UFC ban¬ 
tamweight titie match against Hoiiy Hoim in Meibourne, Aus- 
traiio, Friday, Nov. 13, 2015. Just eight months after Austraiia’s 
Victoria state iifted its ban on cage fighting, the UFC has brought 
its showcase UFC 193 event Down Under, with the Rousey-Hoim 
fight as its main event. 

(AP Photo Neii Frankiand) 


NEIL FRANKLAND 
AP Sports Writer 
MELBOURNE, Australia 
(AP) — Rondo Rousey soys 
it’s her fear of failure that 
guarantees she'll win Sun¬ 
day when she defends her 
UFC banfamweighf title 
against Holly Holm in front 
of a projected-record Mel¬ 
bourne crowd. 

Just eight months otter 
Australia’s Victoria state 
lifted its bon on cage fight¬ 
ing, the UFC has brought its 
showcase UFC 193 event 
Down Under, with the Rous- 
ey-Holm fight as its main 
event. 

Undefeated through 12 
UFC bouts, including seven 
successful title defenses, 
the former judo Olympian 
soys her fear of failure is 
bigger than anyone’s. 

“I’ve endured the worse 
losses possible. I lost the 
finals at the (judo) world 
championships when I 
wanted to be world chomp 
like my mother (1984 cham¬ 
pion AnnMario De Mors),’’ 
Rousey said. “My dream 
since I was o little kid was 
to win at the Olympics and 
I failed twice. 

“Nobody knows what fail¬ 
ure feels like more than I 
do and that’s why I’m the 
person who walks in there 
willing to die in order to win. 


And that’s why I cm always 
going to win, because I 
know how it feels.” 


Rousey, who has become 
one of the most prominent 
U.S. female athletes after 


winning her last three bouts 
in a combined 64 seconds, 
said she’d “rather die and 
go bankrupt than ever 
walk out of there not the 
winner.” 

“For every other girl in the 
division, it’s easier for them 
to lose and go home with o 
paycheck. ... I’m going to 
walk out of there the win¬ 
ner every single time. I’ve 
lost enough in my life.” 

The UFC 193 main cord also 
features o straw-weight 
title bout between Po¬ 
land’s Joanna Jedrzejczyk 
and Canadian Valerie Le- 
tourneau, as well as men’s 
heavyweights Mark Hunt 
and Antonio Silva, and 
middleweights Uriah Hall 
and Robert Whittaker. 
Melbourne’s Etihad Stadi¬ 
um has been transformed 
from a 56,000-seat Austra¬ 
lian rules football venue 
to an auditorium holding 
close to 75,000 seats for 
the event and a full house 
would easily eclipse the 
55,724 fans who attended 
UFC 129 at Toronto’s Rog¬ 
ers Centre in 2011. 

Holm says her focus will be 
on Rousey rather than the 
crowd 

“I don’t even think I’ll look 
around. I think I’m just go¬ 
ing to focus on the cage 
because that’s where the 
work needs to be done,” 
she said. “I know they’re 
there to watch but it’s 
not just the people in the 
stands, there will be people 
all over the world watching 
it.” 

If the enthusiastic turnout 
to on open workout for 
the fighters in Melbourne’s 
downtown Wednesday is 
any indication, a record 
crowd could be in the off¬ 


ing. 

“Our workouts yesterday 
was a real touching expe¬ 
rience,” Rousey said. “It 
was bigger than any open 
workout I’ve ever hod be¬ 
fore and great to see how 
the people here have em¬ 
braced us, even though 
none of the people on the 
main event fights are Aus¬ 
tralian. 

“I’m so glad we picked 
here to try and beat the 
UFC attendance record.” 
To cater to the UFC’s regu¬ 
lar Saturday night television 
slot, the cord will begin Sun¬ 
day morning in Melbourne, 
with the main card sched¬ 
uled to begin at 2 p.m. lo¬ 
cal time (10 p.m. EST). 
Rousey says more than 
ready to cope with the 
taking to the ring mid-af¬ 
ternoon rather than late at 
night, with her fight-day al¬ 
ready mapped out. 

“I want to wake up, eat 
something, go back to 
sleep, and then woke up, 
do my hair, change, come 
over here, take another 
nap, wake up, warm up, 
go beat up Holly, and go 
eat some wings and go to 
sleep,” she said. 

For a woman who admits 
she never needs to work 
again and is being courted 
by Hollywood executives, 
Rousey has a decidedly 
modest plan to reward 
herself if she successfully 
defends her UFC bantam¬ 
weight title against Holly 
Holm on Sunday. 

“I want to get some verti¬ 
cal gardens in my house,” 
Rousey said Friday when 
asked what she’d treat her¬ 
self to with her prize money. 
“I don’t think they’re that 
expensive though. □ 
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Rex’s place: Bills beat Jets in Ryan’s return, 22-17 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
EAST RUTHERFORD, New Jer¬ 
sey (AP) — Buffalo coach 
Rex Ryan made a success¬ 
ful return to the Meadow- 
lands to take on his old 
team as the Bills beat the 


New York Jets 22-17 on 
Thursday. 

Buffalo’s defense shut 
down the Jets and the Bills 
scored on offense and spe¬ 
cial teams to move level 
with New York on 5-4 win- 
loss records in the AFC East 
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division. 

Duke Williams returned a 
fumbled kickoff 19 yards 
for the go-oheod points, 
rookie Karlos Williams hod o 
26-yard touchdown catch 
and Don Carpenter kicked 


side the Bills lO-yord line in 
the final minutes, he cele¬ 
brated with some vigorous 
fist pumps, and repeated 
them when Bocorri Rombo 
clinched it with o last-min¬ 
ute interception. 


goal to moke it 3-3. 

Duke Williams added to 
that immediately, scoop¬ 
ing up o fumble by rookie 
Devin Smith on the first 
kickoff return of his career. 
Williams scooted 9 yards 



Buffalo Bills running back Karlos Williams makes a touchdown catch against the New York Jets 
during the second haif of an NFL footbaii game, Thursday, Nov. 12, 2015, in East Rutherford, N.J. 
(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 


three field goals. 

Buffalo's offense mode just 
enough key ploys and held 
off o late surge by the Jets 
after Ryan Fitzpatrick threw 
for two touchdowns. 

Ryan was fired by the Jets 
otter six seasons and im¬ 
mediately hired by Buffalo 
last January. When his de¬ 
fense stopped the Jets in- 


The early action was domi¬ 
nated by some fierce de¬ 
fense. New York’s blitzes 
kept Bills quarterback Tyrod 
Taylor off-balance, and 
Buffalo got its first three 
points thanks to Corey 
Graham’s interception off 
o bobble by Jets receiver 
Brandon Marshall. Carpen¬ 
ter kicked o 47-yard field 


for o 9-3 lead, but Carpen¬ 
ter missed the extra point 
wide left. Carpenter add¬ 
ed a 41-yard field goal to 
make 12-3 at halftime, then 
kicked a 29-yarder midway 
in the third period after 
Chris Ivory’s fumble. New 
York’s turnover issued com¬ 
pletely turned the game in 
Buffalo’s favor. □ 


Jets sign former Olympic discus man Okoye 


DENNIS WASZAK Jr. 

AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — From 
tossing the discus to throw¬ 
ing blocks. 

The New York Jets signed 
former British record-hold¬ 
ing discus thrower Law¬ 
rence Okoye, who com¬ 
peted in the 2012 London 
Olympics, to the practice 
squad Friday as an offen¬ 
sive lineman. 

The 6-foot-6, 304-pound 
Okoye put his discus career 
on hold in 2013 to pursue 
on NFL career despite nev¬ 
er having played football in 
high school or college. He 


was signed os undrofted 
defensive lineman by Son 
Francisco that some year. 
Okoye spent his rookie sea¬ 
son on injured reserve with 
o knee injury and was on 
the 49ers’ practice squad 
lost year. He was cut otter 
training comp this summer 
and signed to Arizona’s 
practice squad in Septem¬ 
ber — also os o defensive 
lineman. He was cut Oct. 
21 . 

The Jets also re-signed de¬ 
fensive tackle T.J. Barnes 
to the practice squad, and 
released cornerback Jer¬ 
emy Harris. 


The 24-year-old Okoye is 
clearly a project as he’ll be 
transitioning to a new posi¬ 
tion with New York. 

But his size and power ore 
clearly intriguing to NFL 
teams. He was a winger 
in junior rugby union os o 
teenager before focusing 
on discus. 

Okoye, who set the British 
record in the discus of 223 
feet, 10 inches (68.24 me¬ 
ters), won o gold medal at 
the 2011 European Cham¬ 
pionships of age 19. He 
qualified for the finals in the 
event in 2012 in London, 
where he finished 12th. □ 
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NHL Capsules: 


Rangers score early and often to beat Blues 6-3 


NEW YORK (AP) — The New 

York Rangers scored three 
goals in the first period to 
lay the toundation for a 
6-3 victory over St. Louis 
on Friday in a predictably 
high-scoring encounter 
between two of the early- 
season pacesetters in the 
NHL. 

The Rangers remained four 
points clear atop the Met¬ 
ropolitan Division while the 
Blues dropped three points 
behind Central Division 
leader Dallas, which beat 
Winnipeg by the same 6-3 
scoreline. 

Elsewhere, Los Angeles 
had a tight win against the 
New York Islanders, and 
Ottawa edged Vancou¬ 
ver for its first win in regu¬ 
lation time at home this 
season. 

New York’s Derick Bras¬ 
sard, Mats Zuccarello and 
Kevin Hayes all scored in 
the first period, and J.T. 
Miller, Ryan McDonagh 
and Dan Girardi also net¬ 
ted for the Rangers, who 
are the highest-scoring 
team in the league. 

Dmitrij Jaskin, Vladimir 
Tarasenko and Troy Brou¬ 
wer scored for St. Louis, 
which had won its previous 
three games. 

Dallas' Jamie Benn scored 
the tiebreaking goal on a 
third-period power play 
and the Stars pulled away 
to defeat Winnipeg 6-3. 
Antoine Roussel and Ver¬ 
non Fiddler added emp¬ 


ty-net goals. Ales Hemsky 
had a goal and two as¬ 
sists while John Klingberg 
and Colton Sceviour had 
a goal and an assist for the 
Stars. 

Tyler Myers’ first goal this 
season had tied the game 
3-3 at 9:17 of the third. 
Blake Wheeler and Jacob 
Trouba also scored for the 
Jets. 

Los Angeles goaltender 
Jhonas Enroth stayed un¬ 
beaten in a Kings uniform 
with 31 saves, as the hosts 
beat the Islanders 2-1. 
Enroth has yielded two 
goals over his first three 
starts in place of Jonathan 
Quick, racking up a .979 
save percentage. He was 
outstanding during a pro¬ 
longed third-period pen¬ 
alty kill. 

Drew Doughty and Milan 
Lucic scored for the Pa¬ 
cific Division-leading Kings. 
Brock Nelson scored an 
early goal for New York, 
which has scored more 
than two goals only once 
in its past eight games. 
Ottawa’s Bobby Ryan and 
Chris Wideman had pow¬ 
er-play goals as the Sena¬ 
tors beat Vancouver 3-2. 
Erik Karlsson also scored for 
the Senators. 

Sven Baertschi and Al¬ 
exander Edier scored for 
the Canucks, who have 
played four of seven 
games on their current 
road trip. 


Curry still hot as Warriors down 
TImberwolves, Improve to 10-0 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Gold¬ 
en State’s Stephen Curry 
scored 21 points in the first 
quarter to set up another 
dominant performance 
personally and by his team 
as the Warriors won 129-116 
at Minnesota on Thursday 
to make it 10 straight wins 
to start the season. 

In the day’s other two 
games, reserve Tyler John¬ 
son sank two key late bas¬ 
kets to give Miami the nar¬ 
rowest of wins against Utah, 
and Phoenix rolled past a 
depleted Los Angeles Clip¬ 
pers lineup. 

Curry, the reigning league 


MVP, bit 15 of 25 shots, in¬ 
cluding 8 of 13 3-pointers, 
to finish with 46 points. 
Draymond Green had 23 
points, 12 assists and eight 
rebounds for the Warriors, 
who are the fourth de¬ 
fending champion to start 
the season with at least 10 
straight wins. 

Karl-Anthony Towns had 
17 points and 11 rebounds 
for the Timberwolves, who 
have lost all four home 
games this season while 
winning all four away. 
Ricky Rubio missed his sec¬ 
ond straight game with a 
strained left hamstring.Q 



New York Rangers defenseman Ryan McDonagh (27) trips over St. Louis Biues right wing Viadimir 
Tarasenko (91), of Russia, as Rangers left wing Rick Nash (61) block the puck in front of the Rang¬ 
ers’ goal in the third period of an NHL hockey game in New York, Thursday, Nov. 12, 2015. The 
Rangers defeated the Blues 6-3. 

(AP Photo/Kathy Willens) 


New Jersey’s Sergey Kali¬ 
nin scored a power-play 
goal with 2:27 left to give 
the Devils a 3-2 win against 
Chicago and their second 
victory over the defending 
Stanley Cup champions in¬ 
side a week. 

With Patrick Kane off for 


high sticking, Blackhawks 
goalie Corey Crawford 
stopped Kyle Palmieri’sshot 
from the left circle but Kali¬ 
nin was alone at the edge 
of the crease and slipped 
the rebound in the net. 
Adam Henrique and Palm- 
ieri had scored in the sec¬ 


ond to put New Jersey 
ahead. 

Chicago rookie Artemi Pan- 
arin scored from a sharp 
angle with 6:41 left in the 
third. Kane assisted on that 
one and scored a 5-on-3 
goal in the first to extend his 
point streak to 11 games.Q 
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Arjen Robben double seals 3-2 win for Netherlands In Wales 


CARDIFF, Wales (AP) — Ar¬ 
jen Robben scored twice 
to lead the Netherlands to 
a 3-2 victory against Wales 
in a friendly match in Car¬ 
diff on Friday. 

The Netherlands, which 
failed to qualify for next 
year’s European Cham¬ 
pionship in France, went 
ahead through striker Bas 
Dost’s header after 32 min¬ 


utes. 

Joe Ledley equalized for 
the hosts on the stroke of 
halftime, converting a re¬ 
bound after Netherlands 
goalkeeper Jasper Cilless- 
en parried a penalty by 
Joe Allen. 

Robben restored the visi¬ 
tors’ lead nine minutes into 
the second half, before 
Wales leveled again on 


70 through a header from 
midfielder Emyr Huws. 

But Robben won the 
match with his second 
goal in the 8lst minute, 
racing clear of the Wales 
defense and slotting past 
goalkeeper Owain Fon 
Williams with a composed 
finish. 

Wales coach Chris Cole¬ 
man, who is preparing for 


his team to play at the 
Euros next year, was en¬ 
couraged by his squad’s 
display despite the defeat. 
Wales was missing its two 
biggest stars in Gareth 
Bale and Aaron Ramsey, 
through injury. 

"We scored two goals 
without Bale and Ramsey, 
which is a big thing when 
you look at who was get¬ 


ting the goals for us in the 
qualification campaign,” 
Coleman said. “We are 
building and these lads 
need minutes if they are to 
come with us to France.” 
Netherlands coach Danny 
Blind was pleased with the 
response from his players 
in the team’s first match 
since missing out on next 
year’s championship.Q 


Spain beats England 2-0 thanks to Caspar’s superb volley 



England’s Ryan Bertrand, left, jumps for the ball with Spain’s Mario Gaspor during an international 
friendly soccer match between Spain and England at the Rico Perez Stadium in Aiicante, Spain, 
Friday, Nov. 13, 2015. (AP Photo/Aiberto Saiz) 


ALICANTE, Spain (AP) — 

Mario Caspar scored with 
a remarkable spinning 
volley from the top of the 
area to lead Spain to a 
2-0 win over England in a 
friendly on Friday, handing 
the English their first loss in 
nearly a year and a half. 
After a high pass by Cesc 
Fabregas in the 71st min¬ 
ute, Caspar swiveled his 
body and struck a right¬ 
footed acrobatic volley 
to send the ball into the 
top corner past England 
goalkeeper Joe Hart, who 
could only watch it fly over 
his outstretched arms. 

“It was one of the best 
goals of my life,” Caspar 
said. “The ball went where 
it had to go. These types of 
goals don’t come often, 
but it happened when it 
had to happen.” 

It was the second goal 
in as many matches with 
Spain’s national team for 
the Villarreal right back. He 
had scored in his interna¬ 
tional debut in a European 
qualifier against Ukraine 
last month. 

“I’m thrilled, I know this 


is not very common,” he 
said. “It was a special 
game for me.” 

Santi Cazorla sealed 
Spain’s victory with a low 
shot from outside the area 
in the 84th. 

The result put an end to 


England’s 15-game un¬ 
beaten streak, which dat¬ 
ed back to the 2014 World 
Cup in Brazil. It had won 12 
games, including all 10 in 
Euro 2016 qualifying, and 
drawn three times, includ¬ 
ing in friendlies against Italy 


and Ireland this year. 

The game in the south¬ 
eastern city of Alicante 
featured two teams that 
will be under the spotlight 
at next year’s European 
Championship — with 
Spain bidding for a third 


consecutive European title 
and England hoping to 
build on its impressive run in 
qualifying. 

Both squads were de¬ 
pleted by injuries, though, 
and couldn’t fully measure 
up to expectations. Spain 
coach Vicente Del Bosque 
was missing Sergio Ramos, 
Francisco “Isco” Alarcon, 
David Silva, Juanfran Torres 
and Dani Carvajal, among 
others, while England man¬ 
ager Roy Hodgson was 
without forwards Theo Wal¬ 
cott, Alex Oxlade-Cham- 
berlain, Daniel Sturridge 
and Danny Welbeck and 
chose not to start Wayne 
Rooney. 

To make things worse for 
Del Bosque, midfielder 
Thiago Alcantara had to 
be substituted by Cazorla 
because of a knee injury 
in the 25th, while Hodg¬ 
son lost midfielder Michael 
Carrick in injury time. 

Spain controlled posses¬ 
sion and had most of the 
significant scoring chanc¬ 
es throughout the match 
at the Jose Rico Perez 
Stadium. □ 


Belgium celebrates No. 1 ranking with 3-1 win over Italy 


RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Kevin De 
Bruyne scored one goal 
and added an assist in 
Belgium’s 3-1 victory over 
Italy which underscored 
its position as FIFA’s top- 
ranked team and further 
established it as a leading 
challenger for next year’s 
European Championship. 
After Antonio Candreva 
gave Italy an early lead, 
Belgium came back with 
goals from Jan Vertong- 


hen, De Bruyne and Michy 
Batshuayi in a sparkling 
performance. 

By the end of game, Bel¬ 
gium was toying with the 
Azzurri, a four-time World 
Cup winner clearly look¬ 
ing in need of rebuilding 
ahead of next year’s tour¬ 
nament in France. 
Belgium, meanwhile, con¬ 
tinues to impress with a 
cast of players that domi¬ 
nate the English Premier 
league and have a big 
impact in the French and 


Italian leagues too. 

And even in the absence 
of injured goalkeeper 
Thibaut Courtois, Simon 
Mignolet proved he is an 
adequate replacement 
with several key saves 
when the game was still 
tight. 

“I have an excellent goal¬ 
ie,” Belgium coach Marc 
Wilmots. 

Italy took the lead in the 
third minute when Gra- 
ziano Pelle tested Migolet 
with a low drive and Can¬ 


dreva swooped in ahead 
of the flatfooted Belgian 
defense to slot home the 
rebound. 

But the Azzurri couldn’t 
live up to their reputa¬ 
tion for being the best to 
protect any lead. After 
13 minutes, De Bruyne 
placed a curling corner 
kick on the forehead of 
the unmarked Vertong- 
hen and the bouncing 
header from the defender 
left Gianluigi Button with 
no chance. 


And in the 74th, Leonar¬ 
do Bonucci gave away 
the ball in defense and 
De Bruyne capitalized by 
bouncing it past Button. 
Belgium capped its 
comeback when Yannick 
Carrasco and Batshuayi 
combined through the 
center for another excel¬ 
lent goal. 

“The spirit of the group 
is perfect,” Wilmots said. 
“Collectively, we kept our 
cool, came back, and 
won.”Q 












TECHNOLOGY!^! 


SATURDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2015 


Tech Review: 5 things to know about Appie’s new iPad Pro 


ANICK JESDANUN 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The first 
thing you need to know 
about Apple’s iPad Pro is 
that it's, well, giant. 

About an inch longer 
than a standard sheet of 
paper, the Pro features a 
12.9-inch diagonal display, 
giving it 78 percent more 
surface area than the 9.7- 
inch iPad Air 2. At nearly 
1.6 pounds, the Pro is 
heavier than current mod¬ 
els, but not much more so 
than the original iPad from 
2010. There’s room for four 
speakers, compared with 
two on other iPads. 

The price is supersized, too. 
The iPad Pro starts at $799, 
compared with $499 for 
the standard-size iPad Air 
2 and $269 for the cheap¬ 
est iPad, the 2-year-old 
iPad Mini 2. A physical key¬ 
board from Apple costs 
$169 extra, and the Apple 
Pencil sells for $99. 
Designed with profes¬ 
sionals in mind, the Pro is 
Apple’s way of reaching 
new consumers as sales 
of iPads — and tablets in 
general — decline. Here 
are some things to know 
as the Pro starts appearing 
in stores this week: 



playing games. These are 
people who might other¬ 
wise be lugging around a 


Where the Pro has the po¬ 
tential to excel is with artis¬ 
tic apps. Doodling, sketch- 


screen space to work with 
— nearly two standard-size 
iPads side by side. Pho- 


and it’s bound to change 
as software developers 
update their apps. The 
collaboration app Slack, 
for instance, creates a 
new column with menu 
options on the Pro. But for 
now such apps are more 
the exception than the 
rule. 


Police stop slow Google self-driving car 


MOUNTAIN VIEW, Ca¬ 
lif. (AP) - A car built by 
Google that drives itself 
around city streets had a 
brush with the law for driv¬ 
ing too slowly. 

A police officer in the 
tech giant’s Silicon Val¬ 
ley hometown pulled over 
the prototype car Thursday 
because it was going a 
traffic-tying 24 mph in a 35 
mph zone. 

The officer spoke with the 
person in the driver’s seat 


but issued no citation, ac¬ 
cording to the Mountain 
View Police Department. 
Though the car was driv¬ 
ing itself, state law requires 
a person to be able to in¬ 
tervene when the tech¬ 
nology is tested on public 
roads. 

The officer wanted to 
“learn more about how the 
car was choosing speeds 
along certain roadways 
and to educate the op¬ 
erators about impeding 


traffic," according to a de¬ 
partment blog post. 

The bubble-shaped proto¬ 
type has two seats. Its top 
speed is 25 mph. 

“Driving too slowly? Bet 
humans don’t get pulled 
over for that too often,” 
Google’s self-driving car 
project wrote in a blog 
post. It said the cars — out¬ 
fitted with high-tech sen¬ 
sors and computing power 
— have never received a 
ticket.Q 


The new iPad Pro with a Smart 
Designed with professionals in 
markets as sales in iPads, and tablets in general, decline. 


Keyboard is displayed following an Apple event in San Francisco, 
mind, the Pro comes as Apple looks for ways to reach new 

(AP Photo/Eric Risberg) 


THE PRO ISN’T FOR EVERY¬ 
ONE 

Many people will be fine 
with the standard iPad Air, 
while others will prefer the 
portability of the smaller 
iPad Mini. 

The Pro is for those who 
need the larger screen, in¬ 
cluding people who write, 
build spreadsheets or edit 
graphics and video rather 
than primarily reading or 


laptop. If you’re using a 
tablet just to watch Netf- 
lix, the Pro might be over¬ 
kill, though movies and 
TV shows look and sound 
nicer. 

IT’S NOT A LAPTOP 

For writing, the Pro fea¬ 
tures Microsoft Word and 
Apple’s Pages. But do you 
need a tablet for that? The 
desktop version of both 
apps can do far more, in¬ 
cluding keeping multiple 
documents open at once. 
The Pro is more for those 
times you want to leave 
the laptop behind, but 
might still need to write an 
email or touch up a report. 
The physical keyboard 
makes all that faster. 


ing and painting work bet¬ 
ter with fingers and a stylus 
than with a keyboard and 
trackpad. But apps on tab¬ 
lets have streamlined fea¬ 
tures designed to let you 
complete specific tasks 
quickly. More advanced 
features require a PC. 

The iPad lacks a USB port, 
though you can buy an 
adapter. And it’s de¬ 
signed for one user. Many 
other tablets and laptops 
support profiles, so many 
people can share a de¬ 
vice with separate settings 
and even restrictions for 
children. 

A BIGGER SCREEN ISN’T AL¬ 
WAYS BEHER 

The Pro has plenty of 


tos, video and magazines 
come to life on the larger 
screen. 

But in other respects the 
Pro doesn’t make the most 
of the extra space. You 
can’t, for instance, display 
more apps on the home 
screen. And when you 
open apps, often enough 
they’re just blown up to fit 
the larger screen. 

That’s not universally true. 


GET THE KEYBOARD AND 
STYLUS 

Although they’ll push up 
the cost, you’ll want to buy 
the Apple Pencil and a 
physical keyboard. Many 
of the Pro’s unique char¬ 
acteristics require one or 
both. Otherwise, you’re ef¬ 
fectively buying a crippled 
device that’s capable of 
so much more with the 
right tools. 

Apple’s Smart Keyboard 
serves as both a cover 
when stowing the iPad 
and a kickstand when us¬ 
ing it, though you can’t 
adjust the angle. Typing 
is much easier with a real 
keyboard, and having it 
restores many shortcuts 
common on Macs, such as 
command-C for copy. The 
keys don’t feel as natural 
as they do on a laptop, 
but that could simply take 
more than a few hours of 
testing to get used to. One 
nice touch: The keys are 
completely sealed, in case 
you spill a drink on it.Q 
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Wall Street closes ugly week as retail takes a hit 


MARLEY JAY 

AP Markets Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

stock market slumped to its 
second-biggest weekly loss 
of the year Friday, breaking 
a streak of six consecutive 
weeks of gains. Fears that 
the holiday shopping sea¬ 
son will be a dud tanked 
retail stocks. 

Retailers ranging tram de¬ 
partment stares ta dollar 
stores plunged after Nard- 
stram pasted disappoint¬ 
ing third-quarter results, just 
as Macy's did earlier this 
week. 

The price of oil continued 
to slide on evidence that 
global supplies are still ris¬ 
ing. The dollar could get 
even stronger, further pres¬ 
suring oil and ather cam- 
madities and affecting 
mining and energy cam- 
panies. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average fell 202.83 points, 
or 1.2 percent, to 17,245.24. 
The Standard & Poor’s 500 
gave up 22.93 points, or 1.1 
percent, to 2,023.04. The 
Nasdaq composite index 
slipped 77.20 points, or 1.5 
percent, to 4,927.88. 
Concerns about retail sales 
and skidding cammodities 
prices have eraded the 
gains from October's big 
stock market rally. Stocks 
have now lost ground 
seven of the last eight 
days. Overall the S&P 500 is 
down almost 2 percent for 
the year. 

Nardstram sank $9.51, or 
15 percent, to $53.96 after 
reparting weaker sales. The 
campany also cut its fore¬ 
cast far the year. Macy’s 
had done the same on 
Wednesday. 


FRANKFURT, Germany 
(AP) — Volkswagen’s flag¬ 
ship brand saw global 
auto sales fall 5.3 percent 
in October in the wake 
of a scandal over cars 
equipped with software 
that let them cheat on U.S. 
diesel emissions tests. 

It appeared that econam- 
ic downturns in Brazil and 
Russia caused as much or 
more damage than the 
scandal to the month’s fig¬ 
ures. Volkswagen has been 


The haliday shapping rush 
will kick intc high gear with 
Black Friday in twa weeks. 
Following several weak re¬ 
ports from retailers, inves¬ 
tors are becoming worried 
that sales will be poor dur¬ 
ing that period, which is a 


trying to limit sales damage 
in the United States by of¬ 
fering existing Volkswagen 
owners $2,000 off if they 
trade their old car in for a 
new VW model. 

Figures released Friday 
shawed sales in the U.S. 
— where the scandal first 
broke on Sept. 18 — were 
up 0.2 percent. Sales in 
Narth America including 
Canada rose 3.5 percent 
from the same month a 
year earlier. 


naon and alsa said it will 
buy activity tracker maker 
Misfit far $260 millian. Its 
shares hit their lowest level 
in five years. 

Compounding those wor¬ 
ries was a government re¬ 
port showing that U.S. retail 


Sales fell 26 percent in Rus¬ 
sia and 50 percent in Brazil. 
The U.S. Environmental Pro¬ 
tection Agency says Volk¬ 
swagen equipped 482,000 
cars with software that 
turned off emissions con- 
frols and enhanced per- 
fcrmance when fhe cars 
were naf being tested. 

The campany says up to 
11 million cars have the 
deceptive scftware, and 
adds that it has uncovered 
“irregularities” in measure- 


smartphones and TVs and 
ather big items than they 
used to, there will still be 
plenty of socks and sweaf- 
ers given as gifts over the 
holidays. 

“Christmas is boxed gifts,” 
Jaffe said. “There will be 


ments at how much car¬ 
bon dioxide the cars emit. 
Carbon dioxide is a green¬ 
house gas blamed by sci¬ 
entists for global warming, 
and faces increasingly 
strict limits in Europe. 

For all af Volkswagen’s 
brands — which aisc 
include SEAT, Skoda, 
Parsche, Audi and Lam¬ 
borghini — global sales fell 
3.5 percent to 831,3000 in 
October compared with a 
year earlier.Q 



No. 2 Fed official: 
Economy growing 
despite signs of 
global weakness 

M. CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHiNGTON (AP) — The 

No. 2 official af the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve said Thursday 
that the strong dollar and 
global economic weak¬ 
ness have been a drag on 
growth, but the U.S. econ¬ 
omy has been weathering 
the shocks reasonably well. 
Fed Vice Chairman Stanley 
Fischer said that the deci¬ 
sion by the central bank to 
keep its ultra-low interest 
rate policies in place has 
been a key factor in shield¬ 
ing the economy. But he 
noted some sectors heav¬ 
ily exposed to international 
trade have been affected. 
The Fed raised the possibil¬ 
ity at its last meeting that 
when it meets again in De¬ 
cember, it could begin rais¬ 
ing interest rates, something 
it has not done in nearly a 
decade. Fischer said a Fed 
rate hike will depend on 
how the economy is per¬ 
forming when officials meet 
on Dec. 15-16. “As policy¬ 
makers, we must always be 
vigilant to events unfolding 
differenfly fhan we expect 
and we must be ready to 
act accordingly,” Fischer 
said in comments delivered 
to a Fed research confer¬ 
ence where Fed Chair 
Janef Yellen also spoke. 
Neifher Yellen nor Fischer 
revealed whaf fhe Fed will 
do at the December meet¬ 
ing, although private econ¬ 
omists are moving to the 
view that the central bank 
will act to boost its bench¬ 
mark short-term rate, which 
has been at a record low 
near zero for fhe pasf seven 
years. In his speech, Fischer 
said fhat the dollar has risen 
in value by about 15 per¬ 
cent since July 2014 com¬ 
pared to the currencies of 
America’s major trading 
partners. That increase has 
cut into U.S. export sales by 
making American-made 
goods more expensive on 
overseas markets. But the 
higher value of the dollar 
had also lowered inflation 
by making imports less ex¬ 
pensive for U.S. consumers, 
acfing to keep prices rising 
well below the Fed’s target 
of 2 percent.Q 



Traders work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Friday, Nov. 13, 2015. Retailers are 
plunging Friday as earnings reports trom Nordstrom and others touched off investor worries that 


the holiday shopping season will be a dud. 


crucial moneymaker for 
retail companies. Macy’s 
and Nardstrom both hit 
two-year lows Friday. Can- 
sumer discretionary stocks 
were by far the warst per¬ 
forming group in fhe S&P 
500. 

J.C. Penney’s results were 
about equal to analyst 
projections, but its stock 
lost $1.35, or 15.4 percent, 
to $7.44. Video game re¬ 
tailer GameStap sank 
$7.35, ar 16.5 percent, to 
$37.18. Watchmaker Fos¬ 
sil Group plunged $18.62, 
or 36.5 percent, to $32.39. 
Fossil posted disappointing 
earnings Thursday after¬ 


spending edged up just 
0.1 percent in October, a 
bit less than analysts ex¬ 
pected. Prices charged 
by farmers, manufacturers 
and ather praducers fell in 
Octaber. The figures shew 
there is little sign of inflation 
in the U.S. economy. When 
inflation is higher, consum¬ 
ers have an incentive to 
spend more money. 

Stifel Nicolaus analyst Rich¬ 
ard Jaffe suggested the 
widespread selling was 
an overreactian. Shop¬ 
pers will spend plenty of 
money this holiday seasan, 
he said, and while they’re 
spending more money on 


(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 

a lot of gift giving, a lot of 
apparel sales.” Jaffe nofed 
that Americans’ shopping 
habits have changed a 
lot over the last few years. 
Cansumers are spending 
mare an hames, cars, and 
vacations. Aging baby 
boomers don’t buy clothes 
as often as they used to, 
and younger shoppers are 
more interested in technol¬ 
ogy. 

The price of oil confinued 
to fall after the Interna¬ 
tional Energy Agency said 
cammercial inventaries 
reached almcst 3 billion 
barrels at the end af Sep¬ 
tember, a record. □ 


Volkswagen brand sales dip In wake of scandal 
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Springleaf required to shed 127 branches to buy OneMain 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

federal government is or¬ 
dering personal finance 
company Springleaf Hold¬ 
ings to shed 127 branches 
in 11 states in order to ac¬ 
quire OneMain Financial 
Holdings. 

The required divestiture, an¬ 
nounced Friday, would set¬ 
tle an antitrust lawsuit filed 
by the U.S. Justice Depart¬ 
ment and attorneys gen¬ 


eral in seven states. The suit 
alleged that Springleaf’s 
$4.25 billion acquisition of 
OneMain, a Citigroup sub¬ 
sidiary, could hurt com¬ 
petition because people 
with weak credit seeking 
personal loons would face 
fewer local market choices 
in 11 states. 

Springleaf, based in Evans¬ 
ville, Indiana, and Balti¬ 
more’s OneMain are the 


two biggest makers of per¬ 
sonal installment loans to 
subprime borrowers in the 
U.S., according to the Jus¬ 
tice Department. The loons 
ore marketed to consum¬ 
ers with limited access to 
credit from conventional 
banks, and have fixed in¬ 
terest rates and payment 
periods. Springleaf said it 
has agreed to sell the 127 
branches — represent¬ 


ing 6 percent of its total 
network — to Landmark 
Financial Services of Cov¬ 
ington, Georgia. The sale is 
expected to close around 
April 1,2016. Springleaf and 
OneMain both specialize 
in large installment loans 
from $3,000 to $6,000, tar¬ 
get the same customer 
base, and have substantial 
geographic overlap in their 
branch networks, the anti¬ 


trust suit alleged. Springleaf 
has about 830 branches 
in 27 states and outstand¬ 
ing loons worth around $4 
billion. OneMain has 1,139 
branches in 43 states and 
$8.4 billion in outstanding 
loans. The 11 states ore 
Arizona, California, Colora¬ 
do, Idaho, North Carolina, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, 
Virginia, Washington and 
West Virginia.Q 


JC Penney reports loss, sales growth, but shares skid 


PLANO, Texas (AP) — J.C. 

Penny reported stronger- 
than-expected sales for 
the third-quarter, but the 
department store opera¬ 
tor’s failure to raise its fore¬ 
cast for the year appeared 
to add to worries that up¬ 
coming holiday shopping 
season could turn out to 
be a dud for retailers. 

The company’s results fol¬ 
low disappointing sales 
this week from Macy’s and 
Nordstrom, which both cut 
their outlooks for the year 
citing softer sales trends. 
Macy’s blamed its sales 
decline in the third quar¬ 
ter partly on warmer than 
normal weather, which it 
said hurt sales of items like 
coats and boots. 

As a result, Macy’s CEO 
Terry Lundgren also said 
the company would need 
to mark down items during 
the holiday season to get 
rid of its merchandise by 
the end of year. It said that 
would result in lower sales 
and gross margin in the 
fourth quarter, compared 
to a year ago. Shares of 
Macy’s, Kohl’s and Nord¬ 


strom were all down Friday. 
J.C. Penney, meanwhile, 
fared better than its peers 
in the third quarter, with 
sales up 6.4 percent at 
established locations. The 
company also said its gross 
margin improved, driven 
by supply chain produc¬ 
tivity and improvements in 
margins for its sale items. 
Yet the company main¬ 
tained its full-year forecast 
for sales to climb between 
4 and 5 percent. Its shares 
were down more than 11 
percent at $7.79. 

The company is also still 
bleeding money, but is 
hoping to change that by 
cutting costs and continu¬ 
ing to push up sales. 

A big part of the strategy 
is focusing more on J.C. 
Penney’s private brands, 
which tend to cost the 
company less to carry 
on shelves than national 
name brands. J.C. Penney 
says private brands, which 
account for 51 percent 
of sales, represent a big 
opportunity for improving 
margins. 

“When you survey our cus¬ 



Shoppers visit a J.C. Penney store in New York. The Texas-based retaiier reported quarteriy 
financial results, Friday, Nov. 13, 2015. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 


tomers, they believe that 
they are national brands," 
said CEO Marvin Ellison, 
who joined the company 
a year ago. 

Ellison also noted the com¬ 
pany is increasingly using 
Sephora makeup loca¬ 
tions within its stores to at¬ 
tract younger customers. 


and get them to visit more 
frequently and spend 
more per visit. 

The company, based in 
Plano, Texas, said its loss 
narrowed to $137 million, 
or 45 cents per share, for 
the period ending Oct. 
31. Losses, adjusted for 
one-time gains and costs. 


came to 47 cents per 
share. Analysts had fore¬ 
cast a steeper loss of 58 
cents per share, accord¬ 
ing to Zacks Investment 
Research. 

Revenue rose to $2.9 bil¬ 
lion, also exceeding Street 
forecasts of revenue of 
$2.86 billion.Q 


US producer prices drop in iotest sign of tome inflation 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHiNGTON (AP) — The 

prices charged by farm¬ 
ers, manufacturers and 
other producers fell in 
October for the second 
straight month, fresh evi¬ 
dence that there is little 
sign of inflation in the U.S. 
economy. 

The Labor Department 
said Friday the producer 
price index, which mea¬ 
sures price changes before 
they reach the consumer. 


fell 0.4 percent last month. 
That follows a 0.5 percent 
drop in September. In 
the past year, wholesale 
prices have dropped 1.6 
percent. That’s the steep¬ 
est drop since the govern¬ 
ment began tracking the 
data in 2010. 

Tepid wage increases 
have limited retailers’ abil¬ 
ity to raise prices, keeping 
a lid on inflation. Weak 
price gains pose a chal¬ 
lenge for the Federal Re¬ 
serve, which targets a 2 


percent inflation rate as 
a cushion against falling 
prices, or deflation. 

While consumers may like 
lower prices, deflation can 
drag down wages, make 
debts harder to repay and 
is difficult for the Fed to re¬ 
verse. 

Fed officials are widely ex¬ 
pected to raise the short¬ 
term interest rate they con¬ 
trol for the first time in nine 
years at their next meeting 
in December. Fed chair 
Janet Yellen has said they 


will do so when they are 
“reasonably confident” 
that inflation is returning to 
their 2 percent target. 

So far, most inflation gaug¬ 
es remain below that 
level. The Fed’s preferred 
inflation measure rose just 
0.2 percent in September, 
and is up only 1.3 percent 
in the past year. 

Still, there are signs that 
the deflationary impact of 
lower gas prices may be 
starting to fade. Wholesale 
gas prices rose 3.8 percent 


in October, the govern¬ 
ment said. 

And earlier this week, Eric 
Rosengren, president of 
the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Boston, struck an up¬ 
beat note on the econo¬ 
my and said he is “reason¬ 
ably confident" inflation 
will soon reach 2 percent. 
In October, wholesale 
prices were pulled lower 
by a sharp drop in the 
profit margins reported by 
gas stations and by falling 
prices for food.Q 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ ll/i4 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 _ favor for; 
help out 

4 Diminished 

9 “Nonsense!” 

13 is not to 
reason why...” 

15 Depart 

16 6_60 is 10 

17 Carve in glass 

18 Mountains of 
South America 

19 Messy person 

20 Good knife’s 
quaiity 

22 Clerical error 

23 Promising 

24 Turn a deaf _ 
to; ignore 

26 _ down; 
topsy-turvy 

29 Small fruit pie 

34 _ in; brings 
under control 

35 Delicious 

36 “You _ what 
you eat” 

37 Gunshot sound 

38 Lassos 

39 As comfortable 
_ old shoe 

40 Part of a royal 
flush 

41 Most common 
first name for 
U.S. presidents 

42 Highest point 

43 Recent arrival 

45 Talks back 

46 Pelosi’s title: 
abbr. 

47 Weathercock 

48 _ Gooding, Jr. 

51 Car crashes 

56 Mimicked 

57 Reigned 

58 Circle portions 

60 _-on; type of 
deodorant 

61 Fish with a net 

62 Dishonest one 

63 Opening bet 

64 Good judgment 

65 Doubtfire” 

DOWN 

1 Fawn’s mother 

2 Pitcher’s joys 


3 Part of the foot 

4 Go by, as time 

5 Late comedian 
Jack_ 

6 Gave orders to 

7 12/24 & 12/31 

8 Dinner courses 

9 Small nightclub 

10 Exclusively 

11 Go no further 

12 Bum 

14 Giving away a 
portion 

21 Curtain holders 

25 Not _ longer; 
no more 

26 Of the city 

27 Tranquillity 

28 Tendon 

29 Narrow candle 

30 _ up; spends 

31 Flower holders 

32 _ a hard drive; 
delete all data 

33 _ out; lets a 
tenant live in 

35 Heavy book 
38 “...O’er the_ 
we watched...” 


39 Stockpile of 
weapons 

41 Pesci or Biden 

42 Walking stick 

44 Baby’s bed 

45 Cowboy’s seat 

47 Opinions 

48 _ mia; my 
dear, in Italian 


49 Read _; study 
about 

50 Waist strap 

52 Remedy 

53 Extended 
family group 

54 Prune 

55 Skin mark 
59 Yrbk. section 
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Old laws collide with digital reality in teen sexting cases 


P. SOLOMON BANDA 
COLLEEN SLEVIN 
Associated Press 
CANON CITY, Colorado 
(AP) — When school of¬ 
ficials in a rural Colorado 
communify learned local 
sfudenfs were collecfing 
naked phofos of one an- 
ofher, fhey say fhey had 
no choice buf fo nofify fhe 
police and hand over hun¬ 
dreds of infimafe images 
fo law enforcemenf. 

The law in Colorado and 
many ofher sfafes classifies 
any explicif phofos of mi¬ 
nors as child pornography, 
and requires school em¬ 
ployees fo bring in police 
fhe momenf fhey learn of 
if. Prosecufors are looking 
for evidence of coercion 
and fo see if any adulfs 
were involved, saying fhey 
don’f infend fo file criminal 
charges againsf everyone. 
Across fhe U.S., laws from 
fhe pre-smarfphone era 
fhaf were infended fo pro- 
fecf children from sexual 
predafors collide wifh fhe 
digifally safurafed realify 
of foday’s feens. 

Lasf year in Norfh Caro¬ 
lina, fwo dafing feens who 
exchanged nude self- 
ies af fhe age of 16 were 
charged as were adulfs 
wifh a felony — sexual 
exploifafion of a minor. 
Those charges were lafer 
reduced fo misdemeanors 
following a public uproar. 
This week, fwo 14-year- 
old boys in New York were 
charged affer one of fhem 
was accused of recording 
fhe ofher having sex wifh a 
girl. As many as 20 sfudenfs 
were suspended from an- 
ofher school, alfhough 
nof criminally charged, for 
wafching if or sending if fo 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 

RENAISSANCE 


Week 

room 

price 

wk 36 

room 130 

$2,250 

wk 37 

room 332 

$2,750 

wk 38 

room 529 

$4,750 

wk 40 

room 336 

$3,750 

wk 40 

room 105 

$5,000 

wk 42 

room 338 

$4,000 

wk 43 

room 329 

$3,250 

wk 49 

room 144 

$5,500 


wk 48 or 49 room 119 $4,750 
wk 48 or 49 room 551 $5,500 
wk 49 or 50 room 203 $5,500 
wk 49 542 room $3,000 

wk 21 or 22 room 347 $4,000 

Contact Brian Cell: 593-0200 
vr.realty@mac.com 



Canon City Police Chief Paul Schultz, left, and Crime Preven¬ 
tion Coordinator Jen O’Connor listen as Superintendent George 
Welsh talks about a sexting scandal at Canon City High School 
during a news conference in Canon City, Colo. Across the U.S., 
laws from the pre-smartphone era are increasingly colliding 
with the digitally saturated reality of today’s schools. 

(Tracy Harmon/The Pueblo Chieftain via AP) 


friends. And lasf week, 16 
sfudenfs in Tennessee were 
charged wifh sexual ex¬ 
ploifafion of a minor offer 
exchanging explicif phofos 
on fheir cellphones. 



Are you looking lof a 
parlnw to 
cell, renl or managa your 


propetly In Aruba? 

Contact ua today! 
(DltJSgT 


Fof man-hnlarTfwlkin: 


_ Vcieaftynealtv „ 


Canon Cify School superin¬ 
tendent George Welsh said 
laws infended fo protect 
youth from sexual preda¬ 
fors have put fhe school in 
a bind. □ 
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SALE Antiques 
A Curiosities 
ROCOCO PLAZA 
Tanki Leend&lroad 4A 
15% DISCOUNT 
Antiek Shoes Open 

Daily 9-S NPHSTOP 
Info : r41-SB4D 

TAffwIeMler Bubble Wrap 


T#DAY B#NDIA 


How to resoh us! 



Direction: Weststraat #22 | Phone: 582-7800 
emaii for advertisement: aviso@bondia.com 


Classifieds 


COMMERCiAL 

SPACE FOR RENT 


Prime location in 
downtown, conveniently 
located next to the cruise 
terminal and just steps 
away from the trolley. 


592-6526 



Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

• 3 BEDRM ov $29K 

• Plat. Plus NY 52 ov $54K 


PLATINUM Season 

Oceanview $16K 
Oceanside $17500 
Oceanfront $27,500 
3 BEDRM OV $29K 
Plat. Plus Holiday 51 OV 
$46k 

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV $54K 

GOLD Season 
Oceanside $9900 
Oceanview $9K 
Oceanfront $14,500 
3 BEDRM OV $17K 

Marriott Aruba Ocean 

club 

GOLD Season 
2B Ocean view $9K 
2B Oceanfront $14500 
IB Oceanfront $8500 

PLATINUM Season 

2B oceanview $18500 
2B Oceanfront $29K 
IB Oceanview $11500 
**Destination points 
available between $7.5 and 
$9. per point. 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 

Contact us to BUY, SELL 
or RENT any timeshare 


888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-206-6293 Ext 111 
321-250-7164 Fax 

Fax Website: 

www.conclergerealty.com 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Dr. Anthony 

Tel. 585-8017 


San Nicolas 


Dr.Luchmun 

^ 

Tel: 584-0299 

EMERGENCIA 

911 


POLICE 100 


ORANJESTAD 

527-3140 

NOORD 

527-3200 

STA. CRUZ 

527-2900 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

POLICE TIPLINE 

11141 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

DENTAL CLINIC 

587-9850 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

CENTRO MEDICO 

523-8833 


PHARAAACY 

Oranjestad: Sta. Cruz Tel: 585-8028 
San Nicolas: Aloe Tel: 584-4606 


INFORAAATION 118 

TAXI-TAS 587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 588-0035 

TAXI D.TS. 587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 

November 15 

Mein Schiff 3 
Star Flyer 


Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Aruba Airlines 
Jet Blue 
Surinam 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582- 2700 
588-0059 

583- 8300 
588-2244 

582- 7896 
588-4272 

583- 7674 


Aruba Foundation 

For those Visually Incapasitated 

Tel: 582-5051 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Drogo 

Aruba 

(^DA) Te_[: 583^2999_ 

FUNDACION 

Respetomi 

Tel^5_82-4^33_ 

Centro Diabetic Arubono 
Tel: 524-8888 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

QUOTA Club 

Tel: 525-2672 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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China’s gray smog has a blue lining: Air improves this year 


LOUISE WATT 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — Lawyer Wu 
Congsi has asthma and 
keeps air purifiers whirring 


away in his office, home 
and car fo counter Bei¬ 
jing's hazardous smog. He 
prefers fo stay inside unless 
the sky is blue. But this year, 
he’s been able fo regularly 
walk the 15 minutes or so fo 
work. 

That’s because of some 
good news that so far has 
gone little noticed outside 
of China: The air in Bei¬ 
jing — and across the rest 
of the country — has im¬ 
proved so far this year. 

“I just feel generally better 


in terms of the air qualify," 
said Wu, 26. “At least so far, 
this summer and this fall, it’s 
actually better than last 
year—just more clear days 


than previously. I might go 
out hiking or maybe just 
stroll around the parks.” 
Chinese official sources 
have cited the improve¬ 
ment, and U.S. Embassy 
readings have corroborat¬ 
ed the findings. 

China’s polluted air is still 
largely hazardous to health 
— killing 1.4 million people 
a year, according to one 
recent study — and officials 
won’t even guess when 
air will finally reach levels 
that could be considered 


healthy. But some experts, 
officials and observers see 
the improvement as the 
start of a long-term up¬ 
ward trend in air quality re¬ 


sulting from cenfral and lo¬ 
cal governmenf measures 
fo lower pollution. 

“It's not just Beijing or one 
region,” said Lauri Myllyvir- 
ta, who campaigns on air 
pollution for Greenpeace. 
“It’s really widespread re¬ 
ductions in (levels of par¬ 
ticulate matter and pollut¬ 
ants) across all of eastern 
and central China.” 
Myllyvirta said data on av¬ 
erage levels of aerosols, or 
finy parficles, for the past 
15 years from NASA sat¬ 


ellites backed up the im¬ 
provement in official read¬ 
ings. 

“The fall from 2014 to 2015 
was the biggest in that en¬ 
tire time series — and by 
o pretty wide margin of 
that,” he said. “So it’s defi¬ 
nitely been a very excep¬ 
tional year for air quality.” 
The early success gives 
China a credibility boost 
ahead of a climate change 
conference beginning late 
this month in Paris, where 
countries are to hash out o 
global agreement intend¬ 
ed to slow down global 
warming. Many are hop¬ 
ing that China, the world’s 
top emitter of carbon emis¬ 
sions, plays a leading role 
in fhe negofiafions, par¬ 
ticularly as an example to 
other developing nations. 
Yi Bo, an engineer of Bei¬ 
jing Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Bureau’s air manage¬ 
ment office, said the capi¬ 
tal hod seen a drop in all 
major pollutants in the first 
three quarters of this year. 
That includes a 40 percent 
decrease in sulfur diox¬ 
ide and a 19 percenf de¬ 
crease in PM2.5 — small in- 
halable parficles that can 
penetrate deep into the 
lungs and ore considered 
to be a good gauge of air 
quality. 

“People make an effort 
and the heavens help,” Yi 
said, evoking a Chinese 
idiom to describe what he 
said were the two reasons 
for the improvement: gov¬ 
ernment efforts to reduce 
emissions and more favor¬ 


able weather conditions 
compared with last year, 
including more winds from 
the north. 

China’s pollution problems 
are notorious after three 
decades of breakneck 
growth in which there was 
little official concern abouf 
fhe environmental impact. 
The air gets especially bad 
in the winter when the 
burning of coal increases 
and weather patterns odd 
to the smog. 

A study led by atmospher¬ 
ic chemist Jos Lelieveld of 
Germany’s Max Planck In¬ 
stitute and published this 
year in Nature magazine 
estimated that 1.4 million 
people are prematurely 
dying because of pollufion 
in China each year. 
Growing public anger over 
air pollution has pushed 
the government to make 
combating it o priority. 

In 2013, months after o par¬ 
ticularly bad winter that 
spurred many Chinese and 
expatriates to leave Beijing 
because of health con¬ 
cerns, the central govern¬ 
ment banned new coal- 
fired power planfs in key 
indusfrial regions around 
Beijing, Shanghai and 
Guangzhou, ordered cit¬ 
ies to drop their pollutant 
levels by 2017 and looked 
to increase non-fossil fuel 
energy such as wind and 
solar power. Last year, it 
changed its environment 
law to allow unlimited fines 
against persistent pollut¬ 
ers and public oversight of 
companies’ emissions.^ 



An air intake devices coiiect air sampies for monitoring pollution at the Beijing Municipal 
Environmental Protection Monitoring Center in Beijing. China’s polluted air is still largely 
hazardous to health, and officials won't even guess when air will finally reach levels that could 
be considered healthy. But some experts, officials and observers see this year’s improvement as 
the start of a long-term upward trend in air quality resulting from central and local government 
measures to lower pollution. AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein) 
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Benefit draws Jason Biggs, Julia Stiies and Kesha onstage 



In this 2014 photo, Jason Biggs arrives at the 66th Annuai 
Primetime Emmy Awards in Los Angeies. Biggs wiii be joined by 
other performers in “The 24 Hour Piays on Broadway” the 15th 
annuai benefit which gets actors, writers and directors to come 
up with six originai short piays over the course of a day. The 
show starts at 8 p.m. EST on Monday, Nov. 16. 

(Photo by Richard Shotweii/invision/AP) 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Live the¬ 
ater is stressful for any ac¬ 
tor, so just imagine how 
crazy it can be if you’ve 
been handed o script only 
o few hours before having 
to go onstage. 

That’s what’s facing about 
two dozen brave stars on 
Monday night at the 15th 
annual benefit “The 24 
Hour Plays on Broadway,” 
which asks actors, writers 
and directors to come up 
with six original short plays 
over the course of a day. 
“The biggest lesson is to 
have fun and not take 
yourself too seriously,” said 
Jason Biggs, the “American 
Pie” star. “You’re going to 
look like a fool — that’s the 
point.” 

Biggs will be joined by 
performers Sasha Alexan¬ 
der, Geoffrey Arend, Lor¬ 
raine Bracco, Tony Danza, 
Edie Falco, Ashley Fink, 
Ari Graynor, Kesha, John 


Krasinski, David Krumholtz, 
Margarita Levieva, Adri¬ 
enne Moore, Diane Neal, 
Rosie Perez, Phylicio Ra- 
shod, Molly Ringwold, Ju¬ 
lia Stiles, Amber Tomblyn, 
Trade Thoms and Vanessa 
Williams. 

“Saturday Night Live” will 
be well represented by 
Taran Killam, Jay Pharoah 
and Cecily Strong and Ra¬ 
chel Dratch — a nod to 
that show’s ability to nur¬ 
ture people fast on their 
feet. Biggs and Stiles are re¬ 
peat offenders at “The 24 
Hour Plays on Broadway” 
and call it a highlight every 
year, even though there’s 
plenty of sweat and stress 
getting ready. 

“There’s a weird addic¬ 
tion to it where you keep 
wanting to come back to 
it every year even if you 
were panicking leading up 
to a performance,” said 
Stiles. “There’s something 
so great about seeing how 
much can get done in 24 


hours.” 

Biggs agrees: “At some 
point during the day be¬ 
fore the performance, 
we’re like, ‘Why do we do 
this? Why are we here? 
Why do we agree to keep 
coming bock? It’s like a 


monkey touching the elec¬ 
tric fence.” 

Directors this year are 
Andy Fickman, Thomas 
Kail, Leigh Kilton Smith, 
Patricia McGregor, Kathy 
Najimi and Eduardo Ponti. 
The writers include David 


Lindsay-Abaire, Rachel 
Axler, David Cross, Dael Or- 
landersmith and Jonathan 
Marc Sherman. 

The whole thing works this 
way: The playwrights will 
gather at 10 p.m. on Sun¬ 
day and will write a short 
ploy by 7 a.m. the next 
morning. As one might 
guess, they can get very 
silly indeed. 

The celebrity actors — 
who, to help the process, 
have brought in a prop 
and a costume, as well os 
reveal a skill and a secret 
desire — are cost and then 
rehearse the work for the 
next 12 hours. 

“The actors have it tough,” 
said Biggs. “But at least 
we’ve gotten some sleep 
the night before. These 
writers are there all night 
long, under the gun, try¬ 
ing to come up with funny 
jokes and characters at 4 
o’clock in the morning. I’d 
much rather be the actor 
in this scenario.”□ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your piate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Biue Mariin Reiease Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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Police: Man punches ‘NCIS’ actress near her Hollywood home 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

“NCIS" actress Pauley Per- 
rette says she felt “alane, 
terrified and trapped" 
when a man attacked her 
and threatened to kill her 
as she walked in front of 
her Hollywood home. 

The actress tweeted that 
she thought she was go¬ 
ing to die during the 5 p.m. 
Thursday attack. Perrette, 
46, says the man grabbed 
her, punched her repeat¬ 
edly in the nose and fore¬ 


head and graphically told 
her how he was gaing to 
kill her. 

The Los Angeles Police De¬ 
partment confirmed the 
attack. Sgt. Mark Cohan 
said Friday that no addi¬ 
tional information would 
be released. In her tweets 
about the attack, Perrette 
said the attacker kept tell¬ 
ing her that his name was 
William. 

“There was an empty ga¬ 
rage behind me and I 
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This 2010 photo shows actress Pauley Perrette trom the television show NCiS in West Hoiiywood, 
Caiit. Authorities soy o man attacked Perrette in front of her Hoiiywood home, punching her 
in the face severoi times. The actress tweeted that she thought she was going to die Thursday 
night, Nov. 12, 2015. (AP Photo/Richord Vogel) 


knew if he got me in there 
I knew I was dead. I knew 
I couldn’t overcome him, I 
prayed my heart out (and) 
then finally said, ‘William is 
a beautiful name, I have a 
little nephew named Wil¬ 
liam.”' The man started to 
punch her again and then 
told her to leave. 

“And I did. I went into 
shock. Collapsed on 
the sidewalk. Some guy 
walked right past me with 
a dog that licked my face. 
He was on his phone, an¬ 
noyed. Did nothing." 

Within an hour of the at¬ 


tack, police arrested a 
man a few blocks away. 
David Merck was booked 
for investigation of aggra¬ 
vated battery. Bail was set 
at $100,000. Police say re¬ 
cords don't list an attorney 
for Merck, who turned 45 
on Thursday. Sgt. Bob Ward 
told the Los Angeles Times 
that Merck was a known 
transient with a history of 
run-ins with the depart¬ 
ment. Cohan said as far as 
he knew, Perrette did not 
need hospitalization. 
Perrette plays forensic sci¬ 
entist Abby Sciuto on the 


popular television drama. 
She is also a singer and 
songwriter and an avid vol¬ 
unteer for a large number 
of causes, including civil 
rights, animals and home¬ 
lessness. “I am shaken and 
traumatized," Perrette 
wrote. “My house, my be¬ 
loved Hollywood. My be¬ 
loved homeless people 
that I spend my life protect¬ 
ing. My life changed to¬ 
night. My ... I don’t know." 
She ended her tweet: “We 
need to not walk alone. I 
need to heal. I almost died 
tonight."a 


4 more women join suit against Bill Cosby 


DENISE LAVOIE 
PHILIP MARCELO 
Associated Press 
BOSTON (AP) — Four more 
women joined a federal 
lawsuit against Bill Cosby 
Friday, claiming the come¬ 
dian sexually abused them 
and later defamed them 
by letting his representa¬ 
tives publicly label their 
stories lies. 

Barbara Bowman, Joan 
Tarshis, Louisa Moritz and 
Angela Leslie join three 
women already named 
in the civil suit —Tamara 
Green, Therese Serignese, 
and Linda Traitz. 

The women say they want 
compensation after they 
say Cosby and his repre¬ 


sentatives tarnished their 
reputations and made it 
hard for them to lead nor¬ 
mal lives. 

They are among dozens of 
women who have alleged 
that Cosby, now 78, mo¬ 
lested them decades ago. 
Cosby has denied some 
of the allegations and has 
never been charged with 
a crime. 

“There's no reason that 
any of the victims of this sit¬ 
uation should have to live 
with a scarlet letter in their 
lives," Bowman, an Arizona 
resident, said in a confer¬ 
ence call Friday. “I am not 
a liar. I am a truth-teller.” 
Bowman alleges Cosby 
won her trust when she 


was a 17-year-old aspiring 
actress in 1985, then sexu¬ 
ally assaulted her multiple 
times. Tarshis, who alleges 
Cosby drugged and as¬ 
saulted her in 1969 when 
she was 19 years old, 
agreed, adding that she’s 
been publicly ridiculed for 
coming forward. This past 
spring, she says, a woman 
drove by in car and spat at 
her and called her a liar. 

“I was incredibly shaken 
by that,” Tarshis, a New 
York resident, said Friday. 
“I don't want to sound 
like Richard Nixon, but 
I'm not a liar. Why would 
anybody lie about some¬ 
thing like this? This is not my 
legacy.”Q 
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YouTube Music keeps the mobile video groove going 


This photo shows the YouTube Music app on a mobile phone on Friday, Nov. 13, 2015, in Los 
Angeles. If you were going to reinvent MTV for a mobile generation, you’d probably come 
up with something like YouTube Music. It’s a video-first music service that also plays in the 
background like you’d expect a music app to do. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel) 


RYAN NAKASHIMA 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — If you 

were going to reinvent 
MTV for a mobile genera¬ 
tion, you'd probably come 
up with something like You¬ 
Tube Music. It’s a video- 
first music service that also 
plays in the background 
like you’d expect a music 
app to do. That sets it apart 
from other music apps out 
there, many of which give 
you a choice of videos 
or songs, but not inter¬ 
changeably. 

But while YouTube Music 
offers a lot of interesting 
features, most of them re¬ 
quire a subscription to the 
new YouTube Red service, 
which will set you back 
$10 a month — $13 if you 
sign up through YouTube’s 
iPhone app. Without Red, 
YouTube Music will play 
ads similar to what you see 
on YouTube proper, and 
several other functions 
won’t work at all. YouTube 


is offering new users a 14- 
day free trial to Red, but to 
continue commercial free, 
you’ll need to pony up. 
YouTube Music is first and 
foremost a music-vid¬ 
eo app, albeit one that 
doesn’t forget that most 
people will be using it on 
their phones. For those 
times you’d rather just lis¬ 
ten instead of watching, 
you can hit a toggle that 
switches the app to audio- 
only mode, which turns 
off the video playback 
and swaps in a still image. 
You can even turn off the 
screen and keep listening 
while you do something 
else. 

But here’s the first gotcha: 
Audio-only mode only 
works for paid subscribers. 
I also found the audio-only 
toggle worked far bet¬ 
ter on a Samsung Galaxy 
Note 4 than on an iPhone 
5, where it introduced a 
jarring pause. 

You can similarly shrink 


the video to a little strip 
at the bottom of the app, 
which keeps it playing in a 
cropped format while you 


look for the next video. The 
app will even keep play¬ 
ing if you switch to other 
tasks, like checking email 


— although again only if 
you’ve paid up for Red. 
There are some curious 
omissions. □ 






Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

t^S U muttcv ofprestige and quality... with the purchase of $20^+^up^ present ^ 


With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad 
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest export 
product of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled 
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After 
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and 
Cuba, he started his own production and 
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The 
whole process took him 10 years to perfect. 

Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important 
for the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their 
handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers 
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the 
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch 
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free 
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba 
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 

available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the 
best of Aruba. The best local product. 
Cigars in Tubes Arubian design. 

For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 / 
593-6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 
WWW. aruhibacigars .com 


Owner Benjamin Petrocchi 








































WELCOME TO MY WORLD 


In the lead role: John Travolta, movie legend and aviation aficionado. 
Guest star: the legendary North American X-15 that smashed all speed 
and altitude records and opened the gateway to space. Production: 
Breitling, the privileged partner of aviation thanks to its reliable, accurate 
and innovative instruments - such as the famous Chronomat, the ultimate 


chronograph. Welcome to a world of legends, feats and performance. 


CHRONOMAT 44 



INTERNATIONAL 


Downtown, Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 588-0443 • 1-800-515-3935 



BREITLING 


INSTRUMENTS FOR PROFESSIONALS™ 










